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PORTSMOUTH TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

APRIL 11, 2016 

 

7:00 PM – TOWN COUNCIL CHAMBERS, TOWN HALL, 2200 EAST MAIN ROAD 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Keith E. Hamilton, James A. Seveney, Kevin M. Aguiar,  

     Michael A. Buddemeyer, David M. Gleason, Elizabeth A. Pedro  

     and Joseph W. Robicheau  

    

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

A moment of silence for the men and women around the world in harm’s way. 
 

SITTING AS THE PORTSMOUTH TOWN COUNCIL 
 

PRESENTATIONS/RECOGNITIONS 
 

1.   Proclamation of Appreciation – Margaret Brady 
 

President Hamilton announced that the presentation has been postponed as the Brady’s were not 

able to attend this evening’s meeting. 

 

2.   Presentation of a “Solar Panel Feasibility Report” as a Portsmouth High School Senior  

      Project. / Catherine Gaspard  
 

Emil Cipolla, member of the New Revenue Generation Committee and Mentor for Catie 

Gaspard’s Senior Project, explained that before the Council decided to replace the Wind Turbine 

Generator, a Solar Panel Farm was considered as an alternative. 

 

Ms. Gaspard presented her report on Solar Panels and Solar Panel Farms for the Town. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

1.   CRMC – PUBLIC RE-NOTICE 

 An Application of Thomas Burgess, 45 Johnnycake Lane, Plat 31, Lot 37, Portsmouth, RI  

 for a State of RI Assent to Construct and Maintain a Residential Boating Facility. The 

 Original Application has been Modified to Avoid the Necessity of Spanning the Existing 

 Coastal Bluff. Additionally, a Boat Lift is Proposed to the North Side of the Facility. 

 

A motion by Mr. Seveney, seconded by Mr. Robicheau, to receive and place on file.  All voted in  

favor of the motion. 

 

SITTING AS THE BOARD OF LICENSE COMMISSIONERS 

 

1.   PUBLIC HEARING: Transfer of a Class BV Beverage License: 
 

 a.   Application to Transfer a Class BV Beverage License from SDT Enterprises, LLC,  

       d/b/a Melville Grille, One Lagoon Way, Portsmouth, RI to Those Crazy Kids, LLC,  

                  d/b/a Gulf Stream Bar and Grill   
 

A motion by Mr. Seveney, seconded by Mr. Robicheau, to approve.  All voted in favor of the  

motion. 
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 b.   Class BV Beverage License Application: 

  Those Crazy Kids, LLC, d/b/a The Gulf Stream Bar and Grille, 1 Lagoon Road,  

  Portsmouth, RI. Owners: R. Michael Sullivan, 510 Broadway, Newport, RI;  

  Reada E. Evans, 510 Broadway, Newport, RI; J. Joseph Murphy, 43 Hall Avenue, 

  Newport, RI 

 

A motion by Mr. Seveney, seconded by Mr. Robicheau, to approve.  All voted in favor of the  

motion.                                                                                                                                                  

 

2.   PUBLIC HEARING: Transfer of a Class BV Ancillary Beverage License: 

 

 a.   Application to Transfer a Class BV Ancillary Beverage License from NNGC Corp.,     

                  d/b/a Newport National Golf Club to Newport National Golf Club, Inc., 324  

                  Mitchell’s Lane, Middletown, RI  

 

A motion by Mr. Seveney, seconded by Mr. Robicheau, to approve.  All voted in favor of the  

motion. 

 

 b.   Class BV Ancillary Beverage License Application: 

  Newport National Golf Club, Inc., d/b/a Newport National Golf Club, 324   

  Mitchell’s Lane, Middletown, RI. Owner: John M. Pereira, 3 Heather Drive,  

  Milton, MA 02186 

 

A motion by Mr. Seveney, seconded by Mr. Robicheau, to approve.  All voted in favor of the  

motion. 
 

3.   Victualler License – New 

  

 Those Crazy Kids, LLC, d/b/a The Gulf Stream Bar and Grille, 1 Lagoon Road, 

 Portsmouth, RI 
 

A motion by Mr. Seveney, seconded by Mr. Robicheau, to approve.  All voted in favor of the  

motion. 

 

4.   Request Approvals for a Temporary Seasonal Expansion of the Service Area: 

        

 a.   Jonathan Martins, Inc., d/b/a Scampi, 657 Park Avenue, Portsmouth, RI, from 

       April 1, 2016 to October 30, 2016 
 

A motion by Ms. Pedro, seconded by Mr. Robicheau, to approve.  All voted in favor of the  

motion. 

 

 b.   Those Crazy Kids, LLC, d/b/a The Gulf Stream Bar & Grille, 1 Lagoon Road,  

                  Portsmouth, RI from May 1, 2016 to October 1, 2016 

 

A motion by Mr. Seveney, seconded by Mr. Robicheau, to approve.  All voted in favor of the  

motion. 
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A motion by Ms. Pedro, seconded by Mr. Robicheau, to adjourn as the Board of License  

Commissioners.  All voted in favor of the motion. 

 

ADJOURN 

 

PRESIDENT’S EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 

President Hamilton announced that the Council held an Executive Session on March 28th and 

voted 5-0 to hire a temporary position of Accreditation Manager for the Police Department. That 

position will run now through the end of next fiscal year, June of 2017.  This will help our 

professional Police Department become even more professional.  That motion carried 5-0 as Mr. 

Buddemeyer and Mr. Aguiar were not present that evening. 

 

MINUTES 

 

TCM 3/28/16 and Exec. 

 

Ms. Pedro requested a change to OB 2 on page 4 changing the last sentence to “There is the 

possibility that the Town may offer the option of moving to the new School Facilities 

Department to DPW employees.”  

 

Mr.  Robicheau requested a change to OB 4 on page 4 to reflect “these funds” instead of “it”   in 

the sentence: “Mr. Lathrop stated it would be better to make decisions during the budget process 

as he needs more guidance on what it can be spent.”  

 

A motion by Mr. Robicheau, seconded by Mr. Gleason, to change OB 4 to reflect “these funds”  

instead of “it” and to change OB 2 to the re-wording by Ms. Pedro and then to approve 

the minutes of TCM 3/28/16 as amended and Executive Session for that date.  All voted 

in favor of the motion.   

 

BILLS 

 

A motion by Mr. Seveney, seconded by Mr. Gleason, to pay all just and due bills in the amount  

of $531,636.92.  All voted in favor of the motion. 

 

TAX VOUCHERS - None 

 

TOWN ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 

 

1.   Arbor Day Foundation Names Portsmouth Tree City USA –for 2015.  Thanks to the Tree 

Warden and the Tree Commission. 

2.   Town Administrator’s Annual Report – is published and on the Town’s website. 

3.   Bryant Student Program Update – Students/Interns are wrapping up the studies and will 

present their report on the 13th of May at Bryant University.                                                                                                                                                       

4.   Recreation Department Update – Students from Roger Williams University have volunteered 

to repair the boardwalk at Sandy Point Beach with the Town providing the supplies. 



 

 

TCM 4/11/16                                                                                                                                                                     

Page 4 

 

5.   Financial Support for the Portsmouth Police Department Participation in the In-State  

      Accreditation Program – $1,000 donation received from the RI Inter Local Trust.  

 

Ms. Pedro announced that RIREC will be holding a collection event this Saturday at 

Middletown’s Second Beach from 8 to 1 including the collection of electronics, hazardous waste 

and Styrofoam. 

 

Mr. Rainer will have information at the transfer station and a notice on the Town’s website. 

 

RESIGNATIONS AND APPOINTMENTS  

 

1.   Resignations/Requests Not to be Re-appointed: 

 

 a.   Lower Glen Farm Preservation Committee – J. Jordan    

 

A motion by Mr. Seveney, seconded by Mr. Robicheau, to accept with regret the request by  

James Jordan.  All voted in favor of the motion. 
 

2.   Appointments: 
 

 a.   Conservation Commission (3 Vacancies) 
 

A motion by Mr. Seveney, seconded by Mr. Robicheau, to appoint David Reise.  All voted in  

favor of the motion. 
 

 b.   Economic Development Committee (Re-Appt.) – E. Cipolla 
 

A motion by Mr. Seveney, seconded by Mr. Robicheau, to re-appoint Emil Cipolla.  All voted in  

favor of the motion. 
 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

A motion by Ms. Pedro, seconded by Mr. Robicheau, to move Old Business 3 to the front of Old  

Business.  All voted in favor of the motion. 

  

OB 3 - Discussion/Action – Portsmouth Citizens Interested in the Comprehensive Community    

            Planning Process Group / L. Pedro     (FR: 3/28/16)   (10) 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Gleason, for the Town to establish an ad hoc committee entitled the  

“Portsmouth Citizens Interested in the Comprehensive Community Planning Process” including 

all existing 18 members as voting members of the planning and creation of the Portsmouth 

Comp. Plan.  

 

(Mr. Gleason clarified that he meant they would not be voting on the plan, they vote on their 

decisions as a committee; and he agrees with Mr. Seveney that it doesn’t give these people any 

more power than any other citizen that wants to come forward at the workshops.  This will give 

structure and meaning to the whole process.) 
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Ms. Pedro seconded it with the caveat that “ad hoc” is added. 

 

Mr. Gleason repeated his motion: 

 

A motion by Mr. Gleason, seconded by Ms. Pedro, for the Town to establish an ad hoc  

committee entitled “the Portsmouth Citizens Interested in the Comprehensive 

Community Planning Process” including all existing 18 members as voting members in 

the committee itself, for the planning and creation of the Portsmouth Comp. Plan.  

 

A motion to amend by Mr. Seveney, seconded by Mr. Gleason, that anybody in the  

community, that’s interested, can be on the committee.   

 

President Hamilton repeated the amendment to the motion “to allow the committee to be open to 

anybody in the general public of Portsmouth.” 

 

All voted in favor of the amendment. 

 

All voted in favor of the main motion as amended.   

 

President Hamilton stated that this is a committee to take what Mr. Crosby has drafted, review 

and they can report back to Mr. Crosby as a group or they can report back to the Planning Board 

as a group.  But again, they do not have any more input that any individual citizen who wants to 

come up. 

 

OB 1 - Request from the Portsmouth Girl Scouts to have Buckley Family Archery Provide   

      Instruction at their Annual Service Unit Camp Out at Glen Park, May 20-22, 2016. 

      / D. Barandiaran (5) 

 

A motion by Mr. Seveney, seconded by Mr. Robicheau, to approve.  All voted in favor of the  

motion. 

 

OB 2 - Request Town Council Support of Dog Park Operations as Outlined. / R. Rainer  

       (FR: 3/28/16)   (5) 

 a.   Plan for Long Term Operation of the Portsmouth Dog Park. / B. Miller 

 
To:        Portsmouth Town Council 

From:    Rich Rainer, Town Administrator 

 

Subject: SUPPORT OF PORTSMOUTH DOG PARK 

 

The Portsmouth Dog Park committee has done an outstanding job in moving towards the creation of a Dog 

Park for the Town of Portsmouth. 

 

As part of their continued efforts in obtaining funds they are seeking support confirmation the Town will 

support the operation of the facility once it is completed. 

 

It is my recommendation the Town Council formally show their intention for support of this future 

community asset. 
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The facility is located on Town property and will be covered under the Town’s insurance policy with RI 

Trust. 

 

The Town agrees to pay for the cost of utilities at the property (lights & water). 

The Town agrees to arrange for trash removal. 

 

The operators of Melville Ponds Campground feel the Dog Park will be an asset to their operation, from 

which the Town receives significant revenue.  The operators of the campground have agreed to provide 

signage for the dog park and will provide landscaping services for at least the first full year of operation.  It 

is their intent to continue to provide this service throughout the period they operate the campground. 

 

All capital improvements to the Dog Park will be the responsibility of the Dog Park Committee or its 

successor.  It is my recommendation they consider creating a nonprofit 501 c (3) organization “Friends of 

Portsmouth Dog Park.” 

 

I request that the Town Council take action that indicates that the Town will support the Dog Park 

operations to the extent outlined above. 

 

Respectfully, 

 

Richard A. Rainer  

 

 A motion by Mr. Seveney, seconded by Ms. Pedro, to approve and to let this constitute formal  

acknowledgement that the Town supports the Dog Park operation.  All voted in favor of 

the motion. 

 

OB 5 - Presentation of Annual Audit Report - Fiscal Year 2015. / J. Wilkinson, Marcum LLP   

      (Report is Available on the Town’s Website)  (30) 

 

Jim Wilkinson, presented an overview of the Annual Audit for FY 2014-2015. 

 

No Action 

 

OB 4 - Presentation of Pavement Management Program. / B. Lariviere, Beta Group, Inc. (10) 

 

Anthony J. Garrow of Beta Group, Inc. presented an overview of the Pavement Management 

program. 

 

No Action. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

NB 1 - Discussion/Action – “Portsmouth Award” Criteria. / R. Rainer (5) 

 

Mr. Rainer presented his recommendation for modifying the criteria. 

 

A motion by Ms. Pedro, seconded by Mr. Gleason, to adopt the procedure as modified by Mr.  

Rainer.  All voted in favor of the motion. 
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NB 2 - Presentation and Submission for Review – Town Administrator’s Proposed Budget Fiscal  

      Year July 1, 2016 – June 30, 2017 / R. Rainer  (Proposed Budget is Available on the Town’s   

      Website)   (20) 

 

Mr. Rainer and Mr. Lathrop presented an overview of the FY 2017 proposed budget.  

                                                                                                                                                    

CORRESPONDENCE 

 

1.   Burrillville Town Council Resolution in Support of Legislation Restoring Funding for the  

      State Aid to Libraries to the Full 25 Percent. / L. Phaneuf, Burrillville Town Clerk 

 

A motion by Mr. Seveney, seconded by Mr. Robicheau, to place this item on the next agenda for  

discussion/action.  All voted in favor of the motion. 

 

2.   Request to Attend, Purchase an Ad or Become a Sponsor/Patron of the 11th Annual Turning  

      Around Ministries Dinner and Silent Auction. / C. Robinson, President, Turning Around  

      Ministries, Inc. 
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3.   Financial Support for the Portsmouth Police Department Participation in the In-State  

      Accreditation Program. / P. Dutra & P. Brouillette, RI Inter Local Trust 

 

A motion by Mr. Seveney, seconded by Mr. Robicheau, to receive correspondence 2 and 3 and  

place on file.  All voted in favor of the motion. 

 

FUTURE MEETINGS 

 

April 12   7:00 PM - Town Council Meeting: Budget – Police, Fire and Public Works 

 

April 13   7:00 PM - Town Council Meeting: Budget – School Department, Civic Support,    

                                                                                         Capital Budget, Remaining Budgets 

 

April 14   7:00 PM - Town Council Meeting: Budget – If Needed 

  

April 27   7:00 PM – Town Council Meeting (Wednesday) 

 

A motion by Mr. Seveney, seconded by Mr. Robicheau, to adjourn.  All voted in favor of the  

motion. 

 

ADJOURN 

 

TIME:  10:12 PM 

 

     ________________________________ 

     Joanne M. Mower, Town Clerk    



 

 

PORTSMOUTH TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

APRIL 12, 2016 (Tuesday) 

 

7:00 PM – TOWN COUNCIL CHAMBERS, TOWN HALL, 2200 EAST MAIN ROAD 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT:    Keith E. Hamilton, James A. Seveney, Kevin M. Aguiar, 

                                                Michael A. Buddemeyer, David M. Gleason, Elizabeth A. Pedro  

and Joseph W. Robicheau 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

A moment of silence for our men and women around the world in harm’s way. 

 

SITTING AS THE PORTSMOUTH TOWN COUNCIL 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

The Town Administrator’s Proposed Budget Fiscal Year July 1, 2016 – June 30, 2017 is 

 available on the Town’s website at www.portsmouthri.com  

 

1.   Budget: Discussion/Action – Revenues 

 

A motion by Mr. Seveney, seconded by Mr. Robicheau, to tentatively approve Revenues at  

$60,668,949.  All voted in favor of the motion. 

 

3.   Budget: Discussion/Action – Fire Department  

 

A motion by Mr. Seveney, seconded by Mr. Robicheau, to tentatively approve the Fire  

Department Budget at $5,820,791.  All voted in favor of the motion. 

 

2.   Budget: Discussion/Action – Police Department  

 

A motion by Mr. Robicheau, seconded by Mr. Seveney, to tentatively approve the Police  

Department Budget at $5,383,837.  All voted in favor of the motion. 

 

 a.   Animal Control 

 

A motion by Mr. Seveney, seconded by Mr. Robicheau, to tentatively approve the Animal  

Control budget at $130,064.   All voted in favor of the motion. 

 

 b.   Harbor Master 

 

A motion by Mr. Seveney, seconded by Mr. Robicheau, to tentatively approve the Harbor Master  

Budget at $110,000.  All voted in favor of the motion. 
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 c.   Prudence Island 

 

A motion by Mr. Seveney, seconded by Ms. Pedro, to tentatively approve the Prudence Island  

Special Officer Budget at $102,502.  All voted in favor of the motion.  

 

4.   Budget: Discussion/Action – Department of Public Works  

 

A motion by Mr. Seveney, seconded by Ms. Pedro, to tentatively approve the Department of  

Public Works budget at $2,442,613.  All voted in favor of the motion.  

 

 

A motion by Mr. Seveney, seconded by Mr. Robicheau, to tentatively approve the Snow  

Removal and Road Improvement Budget at $925,355.  All voted in favor of the motion. 

 

FUTURE MEETINGS 

 

April 13   7:00 PM - Town Council Meeting: Budget – School Department, Civic Support,  

            Capital Budget, Remaining Budgets 

April 14   7:00 PM - Town Council Meeting: Budget – If Needed 

April 27   7:00 PM - Town Council Meeting (Wednesday) 

 

A motion by Mr. Seveney, seconded by Mr. Robicheau, to adjourn.  All voted in favor of the  

motion.  

 

ADJOURN 

 

TIME:  9: 00 p.m. 

 

        ____________________________ 

        Joanne M. Mower, Town Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

PORTSMOUTH TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

APRIL 13, 2016 (Wednesday) 

 

7:00 PM – TOWN COUNCIL CHAMBERS, TOWN HALL, 2200 EAST MAIN ROAD 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT:    Keith E. Hamilton, James A. Seveney, Kevin M. Aguiar, 

                                                Michael A. Buddemeyer, David M. Gleason, Elizabeth A. Pedro  

and Joseph W. Robicheau 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

A moment of silence for our men and women around the world in harm’s way. 

 

SITTING AS THE PORTSMOUTH TOWN COUNCIL 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

The Town Administrator’s Proposed Budget Fiscal Year July 1, 2016 – June 30, 2017 is  

 Available on the Town’s website at www.portsmouthri.com 

 

NB 1 - Budget: Discussion/Action – School Department 

  

The Portsmouth Public Schools Fiscal Year 2017 Budget is available on the Town’s   

             Website at www.portsmouthri.com 

 

School Superintendent Ana Riley presented an overview of the School Department’s budget. 

 

Also requested was $100,000 in Impact Fees for an equipment storage unit at the football field. 

 

A motion by Mr. Seveney, seconded by Mr. Buddemeyer, to tentatively approve local  

appropriation for the School Department at $31,599,566.  All voted in favor of the 

motion. 

 

A motion by Mr. Seveney, seconded by Mr. Gleason, to tentatively approve the transfer of  

$100,000 in Impact fees for the new storage unit at the high school football field.  

 

All voted in favor of the motion. 

 

President Hamilton requested that the civic support budget be heard at this time in deference to the 

travel requirements of the Prudence Island Chiefs. 
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NB 2 - Budget: Discussion/Action – Civic Support 

  

a. Portsmouth Action for Youth 

b. Portsmouth Library 

c. Prudence Island School 

d. Portsmouth Historical Society 

e. Portsmouth Senior Center 

f. Senior Citizens Bus 

g. Substance Abuse Task Force aka the Prevention Coalition 

h. Prudence Island Volunteer Fire Department 

 

Michael Mello, President of the Portsmouth Library Board of Trustees asked for an increase in 

the support.  They haven’t received an increase in the past five years. 

 

Ms. Pedro requested Mr. Lathrop review the dormant accounts for additional funds to support the 

Portsmouth Library. 

 

A motion by Mr. Seveney, seconded by Ms. Pedro, to have the Council approve a $7,500  

increase for the Library.  All voted in favor of the motion. 

 

A motion by Mr. Seveney, seconded by Mr. Robicheau, to strip $2,500 from the Town Council  

Contingency budget and drop it down to $7,500 which would get you one third of the  

way there.  All voted in favor of the motion. 

 

In response to a request for a 10% increase for the Prevention Coalition by Mr. Fitzmorris, Mr. 

Lathrop stated that they came in level funded because they are not contributing $5,000 to the 

SRO this year. 

 

A motion by Ms. Pedro, seconded by Mr. Seveney, to tentatively approve the Civic Support  

budget at $739,800.  All voted in favor of the motion. 

 

4.   Budget: Discussion/Action – Capital Budget 

 

Chris DiIuro School Department Finance Director reviewed the School Department’s five year 

Capital Plan projects.  He also reported that they will not be asking for technology capital as they 

will lease equipment as they did last year. 
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A motion by Mr. Seveney, seconded by Mr. Buddemeyer, to tentatively approve the School  

Department’s Capital budget at $646,139.  All voted in favor of the motion. 

 

James Lathrop, Finance Director/Deputy Town Administrator gave an overview of the Town’s 

Capital Improvement Project request. Most items will be leased but the Leonard Brown House, 

Elmhurst Park and Salt shed will be going into a debt service.  

 

Mr. Crosby stated that the DEM grant sunsets this June, but will be able to apply for an extension 

until December 2016.  He hopes the work will be done by this fall. 

 

A motion by Mr. Seveney, seconded by Mr. Robicheau, to tentatively approve the Town’s  

Capital Request in the amount of $970,000.  All voted in favor of the motion. 

  

3.   Budget: Discussion/Action – Remaining Budgets 

 

 a.    Town Council 

  

A motion by Mr. Seveney, seconded by Mr. Robicheau, to tentatively approve the Town Council  

budget at $18,066.  ($2,500 was dropped and given to the Library.)  All voted in favor of 

the motion.  

 

 b.    Town Administrator 

 

Mr. Rainer noted that a two per cent raise was included for the Town Administrator by Mr. 

Lathrop.  He acknowledged that his contract states that raises are subject to the Town Council’s 

approval, in whatever amount, and subject to his Annual Review.    

 

Mr. Rainer also noted that he is asking for a Deputy Town Administrator stipend in the amount 

of $5,000 to be carried with the position.      

 

Mr. Lathrop noted that health care “cost-share” line item was entered as 20% however non-union 

employees should still be 15% and will be corrected. 

 

A motion by Mr. Robicheau, seconded by Mr. Seveney, to tentatively approve the Town  

Administrator’s budget at $256,624.  All voted in favor of the motion. 

 

Mr. Lathrop noted that there is a pretty substantial pay raise in Town Hall departments because 

of the five extra hours each person will be working each week.  
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c.    Town Clerk 

 

Responding to President Hamilton questioning the increase of 25% in office supplies when it 

was actually level funded at $2,000, Mr. Lathrop stated the 25% was a clerical error. 

 

A motion by Mr. Robicheau, seconded by Ms. Pedro, to tentatively approve the Town Clerk’s  

budget at $412,965.  All voted in favor of the motion. 

  

 d.    Canvassing 

 

Mr. Lathrop noted that a line item for Special Elections was included so any money not used will 

be set aside for a year when it is needed.  

 

A motion by Ms. Pedro, seconded by Mr. Gleason, to tentatively approve the Canvassing budget  

at $219,539.  All voted in favor of the motion. 

 

 e.    Finance 

 

A motion by Mr. Seveney, seconded by Mr. Robicheau, to tentatively approve the Finance  

budget at $2,553,991.  All voted in favor of the motion. 

 

  Tax Collection & Assessment 

 

Mr. Rainer noted he is putting the Tax Assessor for a raise above and beyond the two per cent.  

His performance has been outstanding.  In addition, Matt has been filling the positions of Tax 

Assessor and Tax Collector.  

 

Mr. Lathrop noted we are having the second payment toward the revaluation in this year’s 

budget and continuing efforts towards the GIS system.   

 

A motion by Ms. Pedro, seconded by Mr. Robicheau, to tentatively approve the Collection  

and Assessment budget at $624,115.  All voted in favor of the motion. 

 

  Technology 

 

A motion by Mr. Robicheau, seconded by Mr. Seveney, to tentatively approve the Technology  

budget at $85,000.  All voted in favor of the motion. 
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In response to Ms. Pedro asking about the replacement of the sound system for the Council 

chambers, Mr. Lathrop said that it might come out of the equipment line item. 

 

Mr. Hamilton noted that the new air handling units make it significantly quieter for those in the 

back of the room and the video recordings quality improved. 

 

           f.     Legal 

 

Mr. Lathrop noted that a reserve account has been set up for outstanding claims’ settlements. 

 

A motion by Mr. Seveney, seconded by Mr. Robicheau, to tentatively approve the proposed  

Legal budget at $400,000.  All voted in favor of the motion. 

 

g. Planning 

 

Mr. Rainer introduced Tom Ardito, Chair of the Aquidneck Island Planning Commission who 

has asked to make his case for funding.  Mr. Rainer asked the Council to give direction as to 

whether to continue funding this outside organization.  

    

     1.   AIPC Presentation 

 

Tom Ardito, Executive Director of the AIPC requested level funding of $18,000, the same 

amount of money asked from Newport and Middletown. 

 

A motion by Mr. Gleason, seconded by Mr. Seveney, to tentatively approve $18,000 for the  

AIPC in this current budget.  The motion carried 6-1 with Ms. Pedro opposed. 

 

Deputy Finance Director Fung Chan noted that the Planning Department will be re-organized.  

The Planner position will not be under the union, he will become a department head for the areas 

of with Building Inspection, Zoning, Wastewater Management, and Business Development.  

 

Mr. Rainer stated that Gary Crosby will no longer be eligible for longevity and overtime so we 

are essentially keeping his salary at what he previously received. 

 

Mr. Gleason asked about the decrease in funding from $10,000 to only $2,500 for the Rights of 

Way survey project and the confirmation of existing Right of Ways to avoid encroachment 

issues.  
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Mr. Crosby responded that policy and regulatory work is needed before a review is started.   

 

President Hamilton suggested the Town use the $2,500 on the prep work this year. 

 

A motion by Mr. Gleason, seconded by Mr. Seveney, to tentatively approve the Planning budget  

at $310,451.  The motion carried 6-1 with Ms. Pedro opposed. 

  

  Building Inspection 

 

Mr. Lathrop stated that while we are dropping the Zoning Enforcement Officer with this budget, 

he has agreed to stay on until an Assistant Building Inspector has been hired. 

 

A motion by Mr. Robicheau, seconded by Ms. Pedro, to tentatively approve the Zoning/  

Inspection budget at $286,260.  All voted in favor of the motion. 

  

  Wastewater 

 

A motion by Mr. Robicheau, seconded by Mr. Seveney, to tentatively approve the Planning  

Board budget at $30,205.  All voted in favor of the motion. 

 

   Business Development 

 

A motion by Ms. Pedro, seconded by Mr. Robicheau, to tentatively approve the Economic  

Development Operations budget at $28,500.  All voted in favor of the motion. 

 

h. Parks and Recreation 

 

Mr. Lathrop noted that staffing costs may change depending upon the number of applications for 

the summer camps.  

 

A motion by Ms. Pedro, seconded by Mr. Seveney, to tentatively approve the Parks and  

Recreation budget at $105,546.  All voted in favor of the motion. 

 

Glen Park 

 

A motion by Mr. Seveney, seconded by Mr. Gleason, to tentatively approve the Glen Park  

budget at $6,500.  All voted in favor of the motion. 
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Melville Park 

 

President Hamilton noted that they are actively working on removing the silt from pond # 8. 

 

A motion by Mr. Seveney, seconded by Mr. Aguiar, to tentatively approve the Melville Park  

budget at $11,500.  All voted in favor of the motion. 

 

i. Debt Service 

 

Mr. Lathrop noted that the 2017 Debt Service is a decrease of $3,027,193 from year 2016. 

 

A motion by Mr. Robicheau, seconded by Mr. Gleason, to tentatively approve the Debt Service  

budget at $2,160,732.  All voted in favor of the motion. 

 

Mr. Lathrop noted of other miscellaneous items added to the General Operating Fund such as: 

 

$250,000 being added to the OPEB Trust from the general operating budget 

$250,000 for the Wind Turbine Fund payment in November 

$400,000 for a Contingency Fund for road paving and other DPW capital requests that if  

not spent will rollover to the next year                  

 $293,722 added to the Fund Balance  

 

A motion by Mr. Seveney, seconded by Mr. Robicheau, to tentatively approve the overall  

Expenditures at $60,668,949.  All voted in favor of the motion. 

 

 j.      Enterprise Funds 

 

  1.   Transfer Station 

 

A motion by Mr. Seveney, seconded by Mr. Robicheau, to tentatively approve the Transfer  

Station Enterprise Fund at $707,146.  All voted in favor of the motion. 

 

  2.   Septic Loan Program 

 

Mr. Lathrop noted that the Septic Loan Program amount is $60,226.   
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 3.   Glen Manor House 

 

A motion by Mr. Seveney, seconded by Ms. Pedro, to tentatively approve the Glen Manor  

House revenue at $550,000.  All voted in favor of the motion. 

 

A motion by Ms. Pedro, seconded by Mr. Gleason, to tentatively approve the Glen Manor House  

Expenditures at $300,295.  All voted in favor of the motion. 

 

  4.   Wind Turbine 

 

A motion by Mr. Seveney, seconded by Mr. Robicheau, to tentatively approve the Wind Turbine  

Enterprise Fund budget at $250,000.  All voted in favor of the motion. 
 

 

FUTURE MEETINGS 

 

April 14   7:00 PM – Town Council Meeting (Thursday)   CANCELLED 

 

April 27   7:00 PM - Town Council Meeting (Wednesday) 

 

May 9      7:00 PM - Town Council Meeting - Provisional Approval of Budget 
 

A motion by Mr. Seveney, seconded by Ms. Pedro, to adjourn.  All voted in favor of the motion. 
 

ADJOURN 

 

Time:  9:50 PM 

       __________________________ 

       Joanne M. Mower, Town Clerk 









































































April 25, 2016 

 

TO: Town council  

FROM: Gary Crosby, Town Planner  

RE: agenda item  

 

Please put the following on the agenda for the April 27, 2016 Town council meeting 

under New Business: 

 

Title: 2016 Community Development Block Grant Program – Discussion / Action  (15 

minutes). 

(backup attached) 

 

Council Action requested: Discussion / Action on participation in the 2106 round of 

CDBG grant funding opportunities and prioritization of the list of projects developed by 

Church Community Housing. 

 

Background: Representatives from Church Community Housing will be in attendance to 

answer questions from the Council and the public. 



PUBLIC HEARING 

TOWN OF PORTSMOUTH 

2016 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT 

 
The Town of Portsmouth is preparing an application for a Community Development Block Grant 

for an amount not to exceed $150,000 to undertake the following activities and programs: 

1)  Public Facilities:  Provide funding for a 15,000 gallon cistern to enhance water supply for  

   firefighting operations on Prudence Island.                        

     Amount: $79,620 

2) Housing Rehabilitation: Provide funding for the Town of Portsmouth's Septic Loan Program to  

   help Portsmouth residents replace outdated septic systems and cesspools.  

     Amount: $0 

3) Public Facilities: Provide funding for window, bathroom, and driveway repairs and 

renovations to the Child & Family Services group home for foster children 

located in Portsmouth.  

Amount: $40,380 

4) Public Services:  Provide operating support for the Community Housing Resource Board /  

   Housing Hotline of Newport County to provide housing counseling, referral  

   services, and education and outreach to affirmatively further Fair Housing  

   in Newport County.                            

     Amount: $2,000 

5) Public Services:  Provide funding for East Bay Community Action Program's East Bay Skills  

   Alliance to support the technical skills training aspect of the CNA program. 

     Amount: $2,000 

6) Public Services:    Support for Women's Resource Center for housing and community services  

   related to domestic violence.                                                           

     Amount: $2,000 

7) Public Services:    Provide support to Operation Stand Down for their veteran employment  

   specialist specifically to focus on job opportunities for low income and  

   homeless veterans.                                                             

     Amount: $2,000 

8) Public Services:    Provide funding to support the Boys and Girls Clubs of Newport County’s 

R3 Reading Reaps Reward (R3) program which is designed to maintain 

literacy and math skills for students throughout Newport County.   

  Amount: $2,000 

9) Public Services:    Provide funding support to the St. Elizabeth’s Community Cornerstone 

Adult Services that provides adult day health services to frail elders and 

adults with disabilities and those with Alzheimer’s disease and related 

dementia.      

Amount: $2,000 



10) Housing Operating: Support for Church Community Housing Corp. operating the   

   Regional Revolving Loan Fund.  Foreclosure Prevention, Homeowner  

   Assistance, RI Housing Home Repair programs, Commercial   

   Rehabilitation, neighborhood revitalization and loan servicing.                                     

     Amount: $15,000 

11) Housing Development: Authorization to for CCHC to apply for the CDBG Affordable Housing  

Set Aside Funds to acquire, rehabilitate, preserve, and develop properties 

for ownership and rental housing to benefit low and moderate income 

households         

  Amount: $-0- 

12) Administration:  Town of Portsmouth Administration of Grant Programs    

     Amount: $3,000 

 



 

 

 

TOWN OF PORTSMOUTH 
 

RESOLUTION # 2016-XX-XX X 
 

Resolution Relating to the 2016 Rhode Island Community Development 

Block Grant Program  
 

 

WHEREAS:  funds are available under the Rhode Island Community Development Block 

Grant Program, administered by the Department of Administration, Division of 

Planning, Office of Housing and Community Development; and, 

 

WHEREAS:  the Governor of the State of Rhode Island has authorized the Director of said 

department to disburse such funds; and, 

 

WHEREAS:  it is in the interest of the citizens of the Town of Portsmouth  that application be 

made to undertake a local Community Development Block Grant Program. 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN 

OF PORTSMOUTH:  That the filing of this application for the amount of 

$150,000 to implement the activities proposed herein hereby authorized and that 

the Town Administrator is hereby authorized and directed to file this application 

with the Office of Housing and Community Development, to provide any 

additional information or documents required by said office, to make any 

assurances required in connection with this program, to execute an agreement 

with the State of Rhode Island, and to otherwise act as the Representative of the 

Town of Portsmouth in all matters relating to this application and any award 

which may be based upon this application. 

 
 

APPROVED BY TOWN COUNCIL 

ACTION ON APRIL 27, 2016 

 

 

 

Joanne M. Mower, Town Clerk 

 

 












