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PORTSMOUTH TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

JUNE 20, 2016 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT:    Keith E. Hamilton, James A. Seveney, Kevin M. Aguiar, 

                                                Elizabeth A. Pedro and Joseph W. Robicheau 

 

Members Absent:   Michael A. Buddemeyer and David M. Gleason 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

A moment of silence for our men and women around the world in harm’s way. 

  

SITTING AS THE PORTSMOUTH TOWN COUNCIL 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

President Hamilton stated that Mr. Gleason has recused himself from this proceeding due to a 

possible conflict of interest. 

 

1.   PUBLIC HEARING: Discussion/Action – Request for Sound Variance of the Portsmouth      

      Noise Ordinance by The Narragansett Electric Company, d/b/a National Grid, for    

      the Aquidneck Island Reliability Project. / P. Lacouture & G. Watson, Robinson + Cole   

 (The Full Report is Available for Viewing at the Town Clerk’s Office) 

 

 a.   Notice of Designation to the Town of Portsmouth Town Council to Render an    

                  Advisory Opinion by the Energy Facility Siting Board. / T. Bianco, Coordinator,  

                  Rhode Island Energy Facility Siting Board.  

 

George Watson, Esq., Robinson + Cole, representing National Grid for its Aquidneck Island 

Reliability Project, introduced Endrit Fiku, the Project Manager for National Grid and the person 

in charge of the planning stages and execution.  

 

Mr. Fiku stated that the infrastructure was 50-60 years old and obsolete.  The 20 megawatts is 

too little for our future needs.  The work will be done using their existing rights of way.  They 

plan to retire the Jepson Lane substation in Portsmouth.  The 92 wooden structures that are 65 

feet to 69 feet tall are being replaced by steel structures 86 feet to 96 feet tall.  This expects to 

bring $932,000 in aggregate revenue for the Town between 2017 and 2022.   

 

Mr. Fiku anticipates the work to be 40 hours per week, either four ten-hour days or five eight-

hour days with extended hours required during certain stages, such as stringing wire, pouring 

cement or filling the transformers with oil.  If a transmission line is crossing another transmission 

line or corridor, they will be forced to take a power outage. 
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In response to Mr. Hamilton, when filling transformers with oil, there would be just the bleeding 

of lines. 
 

In response to Mr. Aguiar, it will depend on the location whether the H configuration will come 

down first.  Also, the abutters will get two to three weeks notice prior to the work telling what 

will be happening and the start and stop dates.  Notice will also be on a website. 
 

In response to Mr. Hamilton, the curing limit for concrete is 20 to 30 days. 
 

In response to Mr. Aguiar, they will not be utilizing any different access routes than normal 

easements allow. 
 

In response to Police Chief Lee, noise over the 75 decibel limit would just be next to the 

machines.  There would only be very rare occasions when noise would last until midnight and it 

will be finished as soon as possible. 
 

In response to Ms. Pedro, the noise may be 85 decibels at the source, but doesn’t know what it 

will be at the property line. 
 

In response to Mr. Hamilton, Planner Crosby stated that he knew of no ledge in the area. 
 

Judi Staven, 51 Long Meadow Road, addressed her concerns about no time limits for two and a 

half years.  Also, there will need to be lights on at night which requires generators that will lead 

to noise.  She also stated that even if the work doesn’t begin until 7:30 am, the workers gather an 

hour earlier and they will make noise as well as the beeping of trucks backing up.   
 

Ms. Staven also noted that work would be done in phases so the disruptions to the neighborhood 

would be ongoing with one crew digging holes, one crew putting in the rebar, and one crew 

poring cement.  That’s at least two weeks per site. 
 

Mr. Fiku stated the plan is to design the work in their 40 hour limits.   
 

Mr. Watson introduced Dan McIntyre, a civil engineer for National Grid.          
 

Mr. McIntyre stated that the concrete pours are done in one day. 
 

In response to Mr. Seveney, Mr. McIntyre stated they would tell the contractors that the normal 

work day should be from 7 AM to either 3 PM or 5 PM with no trucks starting up until 7 AM. 
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In response to Mr. Hamilton, Mr. Watson stated that they were applying for the variance tonight 

as part of the process by the siting board for permitting.  The variance is more of an advisory 

opinion. 
 

Solicitor Gavin stated that the ordinance allows the Council to impose conditions for the 

advisory opinion required by the siting board.  They make the final opinion. 
 

Ms. Staven stated that she hopes the Council puts some parameters on this. 
 

Mr. Fiku stated that the plan is not to be active for two years.  This has to be done in phases.  

They must first clear away the vegetation that is in the way, fix and maintain the access roads, 

and then do the excavation. 
 

In response to Mr. Hamilton, Mr. Fiku stated that the plan on how big a section will be done at 

once hasn’t been worked out, it will depend upon the outage windows.  The outage time frames 

are usually early spring and early fall. 
 

In response to Peter Roberts, 80 Ormerod Road, the footer’s size will be five to ten feet wide and 

10 to 50 feet deep. 
 

Mr. Roberts stated that a lot of slate rock is there and it will have to be dug with stone breaking 

material machine which makes a lot of noise.  They could put all the foundations in first, set the 

poles and have the new substations in first. 

 

In response to Mr. Hamilton, Mr. McIntyre stated that a Casson Drilling Machine would be used 

but not in times other than 7 am to 5 pm.  There would be power outages for the drilling because 

it will be right under live lines. 

 

When asked for a guarantee that there would be no noise after 9 pm, Mr. McIntyre stated that it 

is an understandable concern, but they have deadlines to meet. 

 

In response to Mr. Seveney’s request that the noise be from 7 am to 5 pm unless there is a 

compelling reason, Mr. Watson stated certain activities will exceed the permitted hours.  The 

filling of a transformer takes 24 hours.  

 

Mr. McIntyre stated that vegetation management and the building of the access road would be 

done during normal hours. 

 

Mr. Hamilton addressed his concerns about drilling ledge. 
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Ms. Pedro addressed her concerns about the lights at night.    

 

Tarney Waring, Crossings Court, stated that the source of noise creates other aggravations like 

smoke and odors.  

 

Mr. Watson stated that any noise outside the 7 am to 9 pm will require notification to the fire 

chief and police chief and direct abutters.  

 

Solicitor Gavin will prepare an Advisory Opinion requesting certain conditions based on the 

motions by the Town Council.  

 

A motion by Mr. Seveney, seconded by Ms. Pedro, that a condition be that all the construction  

activities National Grid is executing happen between the hours of 7 AM and 9 PM.  All 

voted in favor of the motion. 

 

A motion by Mr. Seveney, seconded by Mr. Robicheau, “that any occurrence or requirement for  

construction to take place outside of those hours, National Grid needs to provide an 

extended community outreach to those effected in the work area so that you have, for 

instance if you’re working past nine o’clock for three days, or something, somebody 

knows as far in advance as you can program your work, so it’s not just the normal 

outreach stuff, it’s specific communication with those specific households that are going 

to be affected by that work outside of the 7 to 9 timeframe and town hall (Town 

Administrator’s office), police, fire, all that.”  All voted in favor of the motion. 

   

In response to Ms. Pedro, Mr. McIntyre stated that the crews are going to only work 10 hours a 

day and then will go home.  If there is an outage coming up and they have to make up the time 

they may have to work extended days.   

 

A motion by Ms. Pedro, seconded by Mr. Robicheau, that there will be no drilling after 9 PM.   

All voted in favor of the motion. 

 

In response to Mr. Aguiar, Mr. McIntyre stated that line stringing needs to get done during the 

“outage windows of opportunity” so they may have to work multiple nights in a row past 9 PM.   

 

Mr. Aguiar asked if they envision working multiple days and nights past 9 PM, setting poles 

because you are paying for a crane. 
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Mr. McIntyre stated that they will have to set up a pulling rig with a reel on it at one site for 

multiple days.    

 

Mr. Fiku stated that the sections of wire are strung, and then they are connected so it won’t be a 

continuous wire strung for miles. 

 

In response to Ms. Pedro, Mr. McIntyre stated that the loudest activity is Casson drilling and 

vegetation management.   

 

A motion by Ms. Pedro, seconded by Mr. Robicheau, to allow no vegetation cutting after 5 PM.    

All voted in favor of the motion. 

 

In response to Mr. Seveney, Mr. Watson stated that with the exception of near the substations, 

the right of way is 100 feet wide.  The easement is 100 feet, but there are portions that are fee-

owned by National Grid alongside the easement. 

 

A motion by Mr. Seveney, seconded by Ms. Pedro, to have 72 hours advance notice to abutters if  

they are going to go past 9 PM, if practicable.  All voted in favor of the motion. 

 

Mr. Watson noted that this is one of many proceedings, he is will also be coming before the 

Zoning Board and Planning Board and the same is true for Middletown. 

 

A motion by Mr. Seveney, seconded by Ms. Pedro, to close the public hearing.  All voted in  

favor of the motion. 
 

A motion by Mr. Seveney, seconded by Mr. Robicheau, to adjourn.  All voted in favor of the  

motion. 
 

FUTURE MEETINGS 
 

June 27   7:00 PM – Town Council Meeting 

July 11    7:00 PM – Town Council Meeting 

July 30  11:00 AM – Town Council Meeting – Prudence Island (Saturday) 
 

ADJOURN 
 

Time: 8:45 PM 
 

       __________________________ 

       Joanne M. Mower, Town Clerk 



 

 

PORTSMOUTH TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

JUNE 27, 2016 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT:    Keith E. Hamilton, James A. Seveney, Kevin M. Aguiar, 

                                                David M. Gleason, Elizabeth A. Pedro and Joseph W. Robicheau 

 

Members Absent:   Michael A. Buddemeyer 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

A moment of silence for our men and women around the world in harm’s way. 

  

SITTING AS THE PORTSMOUTH TOWN COUNCIL 

 

PRESENTATIONS/RECOGNITIONS 
 

1. Proclamation of Appreciation – Margaret Brady 
 

President Hamilton read and presented the proclamation honoring Margaret Brady for her service 

to the town and presented the proclamation and a town tile to her husband John Brady. 
 

2.   Presentation of the Portsmouth Award  
 

President Hamilton read and presented to Grace Kinnunen the Portsmouth Award and town tile.  

 

TOWN OF PORTSMOUTH, RHODE ISLAND 

PORTSMOUTH AWARD  
 

Grace Kinnunen 

 

WHEREAS:   The Portsmouth Award recognizes certain individuals, businesses and civic groups of the Town of  

Portsmouth that have consistently demonstrated excellence in professional and community  

leadership; and 
 

WHEREAS: Grace Kinnunen has exhibited outstanding initiative, inspiration, leadership and  organizational  

skills as Chairperson of the Glen Park Working Committee; and has dedicated many years of 

service and has given countless hours to Glen Park.   
 

WHEREAS: Grace has personally been “hands on” at the Park, overseeing the buildings, grounds and events  

since the 1970’s.  For years, she has maintained the records of the Park without the aid of modern  

IT technology. To keep up with current practices, Grace took it upon herself to learn how to use a 

computer; and 
 

WHEREAS: Grace has been a champion for Glen Park. Through the years, when funding was sparse, she  

recruited as many volunteers as possible to accomplish some of the chores needed to keep the Park 

clean and neat for the sole enjoyment of the citizens of Portsmouth; and 

 

WHEREAS: Grace has advocated for improvements to Glen Park, and because of her efforts, we have a 

beautiful and clean kitchen facility, sports fields, a new riding ring, and new handicapped 

restrooms. She has gone before the Town Council many times to address Park issues and to secure 

the budget; and   
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WHEREAS: Grace personally reaches out to each applicant who registers to use the Glen Park facility as well  

as regularly attending events to get firsthand assessments. Everyone knows Grace and appreciates 

her dedication and contributions to the welfare of the community through her involvement and 

participation in the Glen Park Working Committee and the Melville Park Committee;  

 

NOW THEREFOR BE IT RESOLVED: that the Town Council extends its sincere thanks and congratulations on 

behalf of the citizens of Portsmouth to  

Grace Kinnunen. 

      ___________________________ 

      Keith E. Hamilton, President 

      Portsmouth Town Council 

  

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

1.   Rhode Island State Planning Council Notice of Public Hearings: 

  

 The State Planning Council has Under Consideration Adoption of a Draft Plan Entitled 

 “Water Quality 2035”, an Element of the State Guide Plan. This Draft Water Quality  

            Management Plan Focuses on the Need for Careful Management of the Water Resources  

 of the State. The Plan will Update and Replace Existing State Guide Plans that had 

 Protection and Restoration of Water Quality as Primary Purposes. These Hearings will be 

 Held July 13, 2016 at 2:00 PM and 6:00 PM.  

 

A motion by Mr. Seveney, seconded by Mr. Gleason, to receive and place on file.  All voted in  

favor of the motion. 

 

SITTING AS THE BOARD OF LICENSE COMMISSIONERS 

 

1.   PUBLIC HEARING: Transfer of a Class BV Beverage License: 
 

    Application to Transfer a Class BV Beverage License from Tiverton Management    

               Corp., d/b/a Tremblay’s Ultimate Grill, 514 Park Avenue, Portsmouth, RI to  

               Tremblay’s Bar and Grill Inc. 

 

Eric Chappell, Esq., representing both parties, addressed the Council.  He stated that Tiverton 

Management Corp. will hold the land and Tremblay’s Bar and Grill Inc. will hold the licenses for 

the bar.  Mr. Benevides will remain to assist the new owners. 

 

In response to Mr. Hamilton, Attorney Chappell stated that there is no mortgage or debt due and 

they will pay the bills at the closing.    
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A motion by Mr. Seveney, seconded by Mr. Robicheau, to close the public hearing.  All voted in  

favor of the motion. 
 

A motion by Mr. Seveney, seconded by Mr. Robicheau, to approve the transfer contingent upon                                                            

     the payment of past due bills.  All voted in favor of the motion. 
 

 a.   Class BV Beverage License Application: 

  Tremblay’s Bar and Grill, Inc., 514 Park Avenue, Portsmouth, RI. Owners: 

 Michael MacFarlane, 16 Trenton Lakewood Road, Clarksburg, NJ, 08510 and 

 Dennis DeMarino, 15 Tall Oaks Court, Farmingdale, NJ, 07187 

             

b.   Objection to the Transfer of a Class BV Liquor License from Tiverton Management   

      Corp., d/b/a Tremblay’s Ultimate Grill, to Tremblay’s Bar and Grill, Inc.,  

      Unless Indebtedness is Paid in Full to Horizon Beverage Co. and Rhode Island  

      Distributing Co. / G. Mancini, Sinapi Law Associates, Ltd. 
 

c.   Objection to the Transfer of a Class BV Liquor License from Tiverton Management     

      Corp., d/b/a Tremblay’s Ultimate Grill, to Tremblay’s Bar and Grill, Inc.,  

      Unless Indebtedness is Paid in Full to McLaughlin & Moran, Inc. / D. Silva 
 

d.   Objection to the Transfer of a Class BV Liquor License from Tiverton Management     

      Corp., d/b/a Tremblay’s Ultimate Grill, to Tremblay’s Bar and Grill, Inc.,  

      Unless Indebtedness is Paid in Full to MS Walker Co. and Johnson Brothers of RI / P.   

      Pisano, Esq. 
 

A motion by Mr. Seveney, seconded by Mr. Robicheau, to approve the Class BV license  

contingent on payment of past due bills.  All voted in favor of the motion. 
 

2.   Victualler License – New 

 

  a.   Tremblay’s Bar and Grill, Inc., 514 Park Avenue, Portsmouth, RI 
 

A motion by Mr. Seveney, seconded by Mr. Robicheau, to approve contingent upon the payment  

of past due bills.  All voted in favor of the motion. 

  

3.   Entertainment License: 
 

 a.   NewportFilm, 174 Bellevue Avenue, Suite 314, Newport, RI for a Documentary Film  

           Screening at the International Polo Grounds, August 25, 2016 from 6:00 PM to 10:00 PM 
 

A motion by Mr. Gleason, seconded by Mr. Seveney, to approve.  All voted in favor of the  

motion. 
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A motion by Ms. Pedro, seconded by Mr. Gleason, to adjourn as the Board of License  

Commissioners.  All voted in favor of the motion. 

 

ADJOURN 

 

PRESIDENT’S EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 

President Hamilton announced that the Town Administrator will give an update on the 

community meeting held with the Police Chief and neighbors of McCorrie Point Beach. 

There were three items at the Executive Session of June 13th.   

A request to lease some land.  The Council voted 6-0 to deny.    

A settlement offer on litigation.  The Council voted 6-0 to deny.   

An update on the Dog Park and possible funding.  No votes were taken. 

  

MINUTES 

 

TCM 6/8/16 

TCM 6/13/16 and Exec. 

 

A motion by Mr. Robicheau, seconded by Ms. Pedro, to approve the minutes of TCM 6/8/16.   

All voted in favor of the motion. 

 

A motion by Mr. Gleason, seconded by Mr. Seveney, to approve the minutes of TCM 6/13/16  

and Exec.  All voted in favor of the motion. 

 

BILLS 

 

A motion by Mr. Seveney, seconded by Mr. Gleason, to pay all just and due bills in the amount  

of $242,181.28.  All voted in favor of the motion. 

 

TAX VOUCHERS 

 

Request Approval for Tax Vouchers #20160627-01 to #20160627-02. / M. Helfand 

 

A motion by Ms. Pedro, seconded by Mr. Robicheau, to approve.  All voted in favor of the  

motion. 
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TOWN ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 

 

1.   Update on Building Inspector – Mr. Desormier will be leaving effective July 15th. 

2.   Update on Animal Control Officer – Ms. Fisher will be leaving September 30th. 

3.   Update on McCorrie Beach Community Meeting – Chief Lee, Chief Cranson and President 

Hamilton chaired the 1 ½ hour meeting last Thursday.  The beach was acquired by the Town in 

1995, but some have grandfathered, deeded beach rights.  

4.   Hog Island Recycling Update- Mr. Hess is running at a net loss.  To save money he is taking 

recycling directly to the Bristol transfer station. 

5.   Budget Correction Update- The two corrected pages were sent to the Council and the 

corrected budget is on the website. 

6.   Annual Prudence Island Town Council Meeting- the meeting is scheduled for July 30th at 11 

AM at the Union Church.  Council is to meet at Carnegie Abbey marina for departure at 10 AM 

via the new police boat. 

7.   Historical Society Presentation – a Tri-State Anne Hutchinson tour is scheduled for this July 

with a portion being held in Portsmouth on the 22nd. In addition the Town’s Declaration will be 

on display July 7th at the Town Hall with a speaker giving a talk on the Rhode Island signer 

William Ellery. 

8.   WED Donation to the Leonard Brown House Renovation Project – at a meeting 1 ½  weeks 

ago, it was agreed that the $64,000 in credits from Wind Energy Development go toward the 

Brown House. 

 

RESIGNATIONS AND APPOINTMENTS  

 

1.   Appointments: 

 

 a.   Portsmouth Veterans Honor Roll Committee 

 

A motion by Mr. Seveney, seconded by Ms. Pedro, to appoint Walter Coelho and Carlton  

Johnson.  All voted in favor of the motion. 

 

 b.   Economic Development Committee 

 

A motion by Mr. Seveney, seconded by Ms. Pedro, to appoint Dylan Young.  All voted in favor  

of the motion. 

  

 c.   Harbor Commission 

 

A motion by Mr. Robicheau, seconded by Mr. Seveney, to appoint Bradford Coyle.  All voted in  

favor of the motion. 
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 d.   Glen Manor House Authority (Re-Appt.) – A. Kelly   

 

A motion by Mr. Seveney, seconded by Mr. Robicheau, to re-appoint Andrew Kelly.  All voted  

in favor of the motion. 

 

 e.   Wastewater Appeals Board 

 

A motion by Ms. Pedro, seconded by Mr. Robicheau, to appoint Col. John Vickers.  All voted in  

favor of the motion. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

OB 1 -  Discussion/Action – Wind Turbine. / S. Brusini, K. Hamilton & R. Rainer (10) 

 

 a.   The Narragansett Electric Company Net Metering Provision 

 

A motion by Mr. Seveney, seconded by Mr. Robicheau, to approve.  All voted in favor of the  

motion. 

  

 b.   Letter Agreement Regarding National Grid Net Metering Provision Schedule B 

 

A motion by Mr. Seveney, seconded by Mr. Robicheau, to approve.  All voted in favor of the  

motion. 

  

c.   WED Sublease Agreement 

 

A motion by Mr. Seveney, seconded by Mr. Robicheau, to approve.  All voted in favor of the  

motion. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

NB1 - Request Approval to Renew Prudence Island Transfer Station Hauling Contract for the  

Year July 1, 2016 through June 30, 2017. / R. Rainer  (5) 

 

A motion by Mr. Seveney, seconded by Ms. Pedro, to approve.  All voted in favor of the motion. 

 

NB 2 - Request Approval to Renew the Transfer Station Management Contract for the Year July  

1, 2016 through June 30, 2017. / R. Rainer  (5) 

 

A motion by Mr. Gleason, seconded by Mr. Seveney, to approve.  All voted in favor of the  

motion. 
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NB 3 - Request Approval to Abate All 2004 Delinquent Taxes in the Amount of $9,537.56. /  

M. Helfand  (5) 

 

A motion by Mr. Seveney, seconded by Ms. Pedro, to approve.  All voted in favor of the motion. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

 

1.   Invitation for the Town Administrator and the Town Council to a Cook-out and a Newport  

      Artillery Company Presentation at St. John’s Lodge No. 1 A.F. & A.M. on July 11, 2016 at  

      6:00 PM. / W. Hedgcorth, Jr., Worshipful Master, St. John’s Lodge No. 1 

 

2.   Letter of Congratulations as Portsmouth is Named as One of 12 Rhode Island Communities  

      Receiving 2015 Tree City USA Recognition from the Arbor Day Foundation. / James R  

      Langevin, Member of Congress  

 

3.   Town of Richmond Resolution in Opposition to Tolling Gantries. / T. Nelson, Town Clerk 

 

A motion by Mr. Robicheau, seconded by Mr. Seveney, to receive and place on file.  All voted in  

favor of the motion. 

 

FUTURE MEETINGS 

 

July 11        7:00 PM – Town Council Meeting - Public Hearing: Proposed Amendment to  

  Chapter 257 of the Portsmouth Town Code – Noise Ordinance: §257-18          

  Sound Variances, Sec. C 

July 30      11:00 AM – Town Council Meeting - Prudence Island (Saturday) 

August 22   7:00 PM – Town Council Meeting 

 

A motion by Mr. Robicheau, seconded by Mr. Seveney, to adjourn.  All voted in favor of the  

motion. 

 

ADJOURN 

 

Time: 7:50 PM 

 

       __________________________ 

       Joanne M. Mower, Town Clerk 





























TOWN OF PORTSMOUTH, RI 

 

RESOLUTION # 2016-07-11 
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Town Council of the Town of Portsmouth that the following two (2) 

questions shall appear on the ballot for the November 8, 2016 General Election: 

 

NEW POLICE STATION 

BONDS AND/OR NOTES NOT TO EXCEED $10,000,000 

(Chapters ___ and ___ -- Public Laws 2016) 

 

“Shall an act, passed at the 2016 session of the general assembly, entitled ‘AN ACT 

AUTHORIZING THE TOWN OF PORTSMOUTH TO ISSUE GENERAL OBLIGATION 

BONDS AND/OR NOTES IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $10,000,000 FOR THE DESIGN, 

CONSTRUCTION, EQUIPPING AND FURNISHING OF A NEW POLICE STATION IN THE 

TOWN’ be approved? 

 

 

AMENDMENT TO THE PORTSMOUTH HOME RULE CHARTER 

TOWN CLERK 

(Resolution of the Town Council adopted July 11, 2016) 

 

“Shall the Town Clerk be an appointed position?” (Amends Art. V, Sec. 501)   

IF APPROVED THIS AMENDMENT WILL TAKE EFFECT ON NOVEMBER 6, 2018.   

 

CURRENT CHARTER WORDING: 

501.  Town Clerk.  There shall be a Town Clerk who shall be a qualified elector.  He/She shall be elected 

at the biennial election pursuant to provisions of state law.  His/Her duties and prerogatives shall be those 

defined by statute.  (Adopted November 7, 1972; eff. Date July 1, 1975.) 

 

PROPOSED AMENDED CHARTER WORDING: 

501.  Town Clerk.  There shall be a Town Clerk who shall be appointed by the Town Administrator with 

approval by the Town Council.  The Town Clerk shall serve as department head for the office of the 

Town Clerk.  The duties and prerogatives of the Town Clerk shall be those defined by statute, together 

with such additional duties as may be assigned by the Town Administrator.   

 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Registrar of Voters and the Board of Canvassers be and are 

hereby instructed to forward a true copy of said ballot questions to the Secretary of State in accordance 

with State law.   
 

Adopted: July 11, 2016 

 

      

  _______________________ 

       Keith E. Hamilton, President, 

       Portsmouth Town Council 

 

ATTEST:  _______________________________ 

      Joanne Mower, Town Clerk 



 

 

 

 

In re: The Narragansett Electric Company 

d/b/a National Grid 

(Aquidneck Island Reliability Project) 

 

 

ADVISORY OPINION 

ON APPLICATION FOR SOUND VARIANCE 

 

This matter was heard before the Portsmouth Town Council on June 20, 2016, on 

the application of The Narragansett Electric Company d/b/a National Grid (“National 

Grid” or the “Applicant”) for a sound variance pursuant to § 257-18 of the Portsmouth 

Noise Abatement Ordinance, Chapter 257 of the Town of Portsmouth Code of 

Ordinances (“Noise Ordinance”).  

 

Applicant was represented by George W. Watson, III, Esquire of the firm 

Robinson & Cole LLP.  Council members participating in the hearing were President 

Keith E. Hamilton, Vice President James A. Seveney, Kevin M. Aguiar, Elizabeth A. 

Pedro and Joseph W. Robicheau.  

 

 It was noted that the Rhode Island Energy Facility Siting Board (“EFSB”), 

pursuant to R.I. Gen. Laws § 42-9-8 of the Energy Facility Siting Act (R.I. Gen. Laws 

Chapter 42-98), has designated the Portsmouth Town Council as a local agency to render 

an advisory opinion as to whether National Grid should be granted a sound variance for 

construction-related noise that may be generated in connection with Narragansett’s 

application to the EFSB to construct the Aquidneck Island Reliability Project (“AIRP” or 

the “project”), EFSB Docket No. SB-2016-01.  The project is considered a major energy 

facility and, therefore, it is subject to the jurisdiction and authority of the EFSB. 

 

The Council heard the presentation of Mr. Watson and testimony of Endrit Fiku, 

National Grid’s lead Project Manager, and Daniel McIntyre, P.E., Civil/Structural 

Engineering for National Grid.   

 

Mr. Fiku explained that the AIRP is a set of projects aimed at improving the 

reliability of the electrical system on Aquidneck Island.  The current infrastructure is 50-

60 years old and obsolete.  The project will include the rebuild and upgrade of the 

existing 61 and 62 transmission lines (the “61 and 62 Lines”) from 69 kV to 115 kV, the 

construction of a new Jepson Substation to be located on the west side of Jepson Lane in 

Middletown, and the retirement and removal of the existing Jepson Substation located at 

500 Jepson Lane, on the east side of Jepson Lane in Portsmouth. The 61 and 62 Lines 

will be rebuilt and upgraded along the existing right-of-way (“ROW”) beginning at the 

Dexter Substation located off Freeborn Street in Portsmouth and ending at the new 

Jepson Substation, a distance of approximately 4.5 miles.  The Dexter Substation will be 
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modified to accommodate the upgraded lines and there will be temporary line relocations 

along the project during construction. There are 69 existing wood structures (44 2-pole 

structures and 25 3-pole structures), which will be replaced by 92 new steel single 

structures and 1 new double circuit single pole steel structure at the existing Jepson 

Substation.  The existing wood structures are 45 to 65 feet tall.  The new steel structures 

will be 86 to 96 feet tall.  The project will improve the reliability of the transmission 

system on Aquidneck Island by increasing the loading capacity of the system, and allow 

National Grid to meet increase and growing demand for service. The project is expected 

to general additional aggregate tax revenue of $532,000 to the Town of Portsmouth 

between 2017 and 2022.   

 

It was noted that § 257-13 of the Noise Ordinance limits construction and 

demolition activities to between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 9:00 p.m. each day.  Mr. Fiku 

and Mr. McIntyre explained that National Grid anticipates the normal project work hours 

will be 40 hours per week, with either four 10-hour days or five 8-hour days.  The normal 

work day will begin at 7:00 a.m. and end at either 3:00 or 5:00 p.m., depending on the 

contractor’s preference.  The entire project is expected to be completed with 30 months 

after construction begins.  The work will be done in phases.  Mr. Fiku and Mr. McIntyre 

explained that certain work tasks, such as pouring concrete, installing transformers, and 

stringing wire (and related activities) must be completed once started and will require 

extended work hours.  The types of work, required equipment and materials, typical 

sound levels, and estimated durations of the work activities were outlined in the 

document entitled “Construction Practices and Equipment” for the project, which was 

submitted as part of the National Grid’s application.  

 

Mr. Fiku and Mr. McIntyre stated that the project will exceed the construction 

hour limitation only when necessary to complete discrete construction activities and not 

on a continuous basis.  They answered several questions from the Council and from 

members of the public concerning the project and specific types of construction activities 

and the sequences, durations and sound levels generated from such work.  Mr. McIntyre 

stated that the loudest construction activities during the project would be caisson drilling 

and vegetation management.  Council members expressed concern over the vagueness of 

the request for extended work hours and the lack of specific details.  Mr. Fiku and Mr. 

McIntyre explained that it is impossible to be more specific at this time, and it is not 

feasible to seek variances during the project while construction activities are in progress 

and ongoing.  They explained the various community outreach efforts that National Grid 

has been engaged in, and how it will endeavor to inform and communicate with the 

public and abutting residents during the course of the project.  Mr. Fiku stated that 

National Grid planned to work closely with abutters to provide advance notice of 

upcoming construction activities to be performed near their homes.   

 

 Upon closing the hearing, the Council then considered National Grid’s application 

for a sound variance.  The Council balanced the hardship to the Applicant and the 

community if the sound variance were to be denied for the project, against the potential 
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adverse impact on the health, safety and welfare of the affected abutters and properties if 

the variance were to be granted.   

 

The Council voted unanimously to approve National Grid’s application for a 

sound variance, subject to the following conditions: 

 

1. All construction activity shall generally be performed between the hours of 

7:00 a.m. and 9:00 p.m. in accordance with § 257-13 of the Noise Ordinance; 

 

2. In the event that any construction activity needs to be extended to take place 

after 9:00 p.m. on any given day, National Grid shall give the Town 

Administrator, the Police Chief, the Fire Chief, and any affected abutters 

advance notice of at least 72 hours, if practicable; 

 

3. There shall be no drilling of rock after 9:00 p.m.; and 

 

4. There shall be no cutting of vegetation after 5:00 p.m. 

 

Accordingly, the Council hereby renders its advisory opinion, that National Grid’s 

application for a sound variance be granted, subject to the conditions stated herein.     

 

      Portsmouth Town Council 

      By: 

 

 

      ________________________________  

Dated:       Keith E. Hamilton, President 

 

 

 

 










