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PORTSMOUTH TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

JULY 11, 2016 

 

7:00 PM – TOWN COUNCIL CHAMBERS, TOWN HALL, 2200 EAST MAIN ROAD 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT:    Keith E. Hamilton, James A. Seveney, Kevin M. Aguiar, 

                                                David M. Gleason, Elizabeth A. Pedro and Joseph W. Robicheau 

 

Members Absent:   Michael A. Buddemeyer 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

A moment of silence for our men and women around the world in harm’s way and a moment of 

silence in honor of the officers killed in Dallas. 

  

SITTING AS THE PORTSMOUTH TOWN COUNCIL 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

1.   CRMC - PUBLIC NOTICE: 

 

The Application of Russell Sousa, 355 Riverside Street, Portsmouth, RI for a State of Rhode 

Island Assent to Expand an Existing 1.37 Acre Cage Aquaculture Lease by an Additional 1.37 

Acres while Continuing to Use Cages on Trawls. The Project is Located in The Cove of Island 

Park and Hummocks. 

 

2.   CRMC – PUBLIC NOTICE: 

 

The Application of Chessawanock Island Oyster Co., c/o Kyle Hess, 400 Station Street, 

Cranston, RI for a State of Rhode Island Assent to Expand an Existing Three Acre Aquaculture 

Lease Site in Hog Island Cove by Two Acres. The Gear Proposed Included Floating Bags and 

Flip Bags. 

 

A motion by Mr. Seveney, seconded by Ms. Pedro to receive and place on file. 

 

Ms. Pedro addressed her concerns that having these items on the Consent Agenda doesn’t permit 

time to discuss them at a later meeting.   

 

Mr. Gleason suggested an agenda item where the Council requests the CRMC provide more lead 

time on notices. 

 

Mr. Robicheau asked Mr. Gavin to ask the CRMC to delay the hearing. 

 

Mr. Aguiar suggested the notices be funneled through the Town Planner. 

 

 All voted in favor of the motion. 
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PRESIDENT’S EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 

President Hamilton announced that the Town’s own Declaration of Independence was shown last 

week thanks to the Historical Society and the Town Clerk’s Office for helping to facilitate this. 

 

MINUTES 

 

TCM 6/20/16 

 

Mr. Gleason stated he would abstain due to his absence. 

 

A motion by Mr. Robicheau, seconded by Mr. Seveney, to approve the minutes of TCM 6/20/16  

as written.  The motion carried 5-0 with Mr. Gleason abstained. 

 

TCM 6/27/16 

 

A motion by Mr. Gleason, seconded by Mr. Seveney, to approve the minutes of TCM 6/27/16 as  

written.  All voted in favor of the motion. 

 

BILLS 

 

A motion by Mr. Seveney, seconded by Mr. Gleason, to pay all just and due bills in the amount  

of $65,509.67.  All voted in favor of the motion. 

 

TOWN ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 

 

1.   Report on Lean Business Permitting – the group is working toward the Town having one 

application to cover all aspects of permitting and licensing. 

 

2.   Building Inspector Update – Garrett Eames of Warren will start in Portsmouth on August 8th.  

In the mean-time George Medeiros will fill in. 

 

3.   Comprehensive Community Plan Update – A workshop is scheduled each month to finalize 

the element that was discussed at the previous month’s workshop and then begin review a new 

element.                                                                                                                                                       

 

4.  A tri-state tour has been scheduled honoring Anne Hutchinson.  The group will visit 

Portsmouth on July 22nd for a ceremony, tour and picnic at Founders Brook Park; an art exhibit 

and lecture at the Friends of Portsmouth Library; and a wine tasting at Greenvale Vineyards.  

 

RESIGNATIONS AND APPOINTMENTS  
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1.   Resignations: 
 

 a.   Dog Park Planning Committee – M. Minese 
 

A motion by Mr. Seveney, seconded by Ms. Pedro, to accept with regret.  All voted in favor of  

the motion. 

 

2.   Appointments: 

 

 a.   Economic Development Committee (4 Vacancies, 2 Applicants) 

 

A motion by Mr. Seveney, seconded by Mr. Robicheau, to appoint Justin Perry and James Coll.   

All voted in favor of the motion. 

  

OLD BUSINESS 

 

OB 1 - Dog Park Update. / R. Rainer, B. Miller & J. Sweeney (10) 
 

Mr. Rainer stated that he and the Finance Director met with the lowest qualified bidder to see if 

an adjustment could be made in the work and/or bid to meet the committee’s funds.  There is still 

$3,900 more needed to start the project.   
 

Ms. Miller and Ms. Sweeney proposed rules for the dog park and asked the rules be considered 

for an ordinance.   

 

Mr. Seveney suggested taking $3,900 from revenues of the Melville Campground. 

 

Mr. Rainer and Mr. Lathrop will work to find where the $3,900 can be found. 
 

Solicitor Gavin will prepare a draft ordinance for the meeting of July 30th and a public hearing 

August 22nd. 
 

OB 2 - PUBLIC HEARING: Proposed Amendment to Chapter 257 of the Portsmouth Town  

Code –  Noise Ordinance §257-18 Sound Variances, Section C. / K. Gavin 
 

 a.   Objection to the Proposed Amendment to the Noise Ordinance. / Mr. & Mrs. Tarney  

                  Waring 

 

In response to Mr. Seveney’s question if doing this would make it consistent with how a variance 

works, Mr. Gavin stated that there is no fee for a Board of Review variance. 

 

Adam Thayer, Esq., representing Bill’s Sales, stated that the noise ordinance was developed 

because in the past the police were having an issue with the bars and restaurants in Island Park.  

The ordinance is identical to what was instituted in neighboring towns in that time period.   
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In response to Ms. Pedro asking why the wording has a $50 per day fee, Mr. Gavin stated that 

was just how it was written.   

 

Mr. Gavin stated that in zoning variance requests, the application fee is to cover the cost of staff 

time to prepare the variance. 

 

Mr. Aguiar stated that the Council will still have control over noise variances. 

 

President Hamilton stated he feels the fee should cover the administrative costs. 

  

Tarney Waring, Crossing Court stated that you don’t renew zoning variances because it is a 

permanent change.   He said that the fees for variances would go to help fund additional police 

officers to assist in protecting the public from noise disturbances.   

 

Mr. Gavin stated that the Town Planner had recommended some time back that the fee be 

removed from the ordinance.  

 

Mr. Waring stated that there should be a fee.  

 

Mr. Seveney stated that this is a fine and a fine should be adjudicated in Municipal Court. 

 

President Hamilton stated it should be subject to a $100 application fee and an amount to cover 

the time of the Clerk’s office to prepare the paperwork and advertising. 

 

Mr. Hamilton responded yes to Nancy Howard asking if there is a fine for a noise violation. 

 

Solicitor Gavin answered the Town Clerk’s question that a noise variance does not need to be 

recorded in Land Evidence, it should follow the business not the land. 

 

A motion by Ms. Pedro, seconded by Mr. Seveney, to close the public hearing.  All voted in  

favor of the motion. 

 

A motion by Mr. Robicheau, seconded by Mr. Seveney, to change the language to read: “…  

subject to an application fee of $100 and an amount sufficient to cover the cost of 

advertising …”  All voted in favor of the motion. 

 

OB 3 - Request Approval of a Resolution Authorizing the Wording of Two Questions to Appear  

on the Ballot for the November 2016 General Election. / K. Gavin (5) 

   

a. New Police Station Bonds and/or Notes Not to Exceed $10,000,000. 

 

 b.   Amendment to the Portsmouth Home Rule Charter Town Clerk. “Shall the Town  

                  Clerk be an Appointed Position?” (Amends Art. V, Sec. 501) 
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A motion by Mr. Seveney, seconded by Mr. Gleason, to approve the resolution as written.  All  

voted in favor of the motion. 

 

TOWN OF PORTSMOUTH, RI 

RESOLUTION # 2016-07-11 
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Town Council of the Town of Portsmouth that the following two (2) 

questions shall appear on the ballot for the November 8, 2016 General Election: 
 

NEW POLICE STATION 

BONDS AND/OR NOTES NOT TO EXCEED $10,000,000 

(Chapters 223 and 262 – Public Laws 2016) 

 

“Shall an act, passed at the 2016 session of the general assembly, entitled ‘AN ACT 

AUTHORIZING THE TOWN OF PORTSMOUTH TO ISSUE GENERAL 

OBLIGATION BONDS AND/OR NOTES IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $10,000,000 FOR 

THE DESIGN, CONSTRUCTION, EQUIPPING AND FURNISHING OF A NEW POLICE STATION IN THE 

TOWN’ be approved? 

 

AMENDMENT TO THE PORTSMOUTH HOME RULE CHARTER 

 

TOWN CLERK 

 

(Resolution of the Town Council adopted July 11, 2016) 
 

“Shall the Town Clerk be an appointed position?” (Amends Art. V, Sec. 501)   

IF APPROVED THIS AMENDMENT WILL TAKE EFFECT ON NOVEMBER 6, 2018.   

 

CURRENT CHARTER WORDING: 

501.  Town Clerk.  There shall be a Town Clerk who shall be a qualified elector.  He/She shall be elected 

at the biennial election pursuant to provisions of state law.  His/Her duties and prerogatives shall be 

those defined by statute.  (Adopted November 7, 1972; eff. Date July 1, 1975.) 

 

PROPOSED AMENDED CHARTER WORDING: 

501.  Town Clerk.  There shall be a Town Clerk who shall be appointed by the Town Administrator with 

approval by the Town Council.  The Town Clerk shall serve as department head for the office of the 

Town Clerk.  The duties and prerogatives of the Town Clerk shall be those defined by statute, together 

with such additional duties as may be assigned by the Town Administrator.   
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Registrar of Voters and the Board of Canvassers be and are hereby 

instructed to forward a true copy of said ballot questions to the Secretary of State in accordance with 

State law.   
 

Adopted: July 11, 2016  

  _______________________ 

       Keith E. Hamilton, President, 

       Portsmouth Town Council 

ATTEST:  _______________________________ 

     Joanne Mower, Town Clerk 

 

OB 4 - Review of Draft Advisory Opinion from the Town Council to the Energy Facility Siting  

       Board Concerning the Aquidneck Island Reliability Project. / K. Gavin (5) 

 

Mr. Gleason recused himself due to a possible conflict of interest. 

 

Mr. Aguiar asked that should National Grid’s designs or plans change, we have some condition 

to have another crack at it.  

 

Mr. Gavin stated that this opinion is based upon the information given at that meeting and they 

should come back to us if there are significant changes. 

 

A motion by Mr. Seveney, seconded by Mr. Robicheau, to approve.  The motion carried 5-0 with  

Mr. Gleason recused. 

 

In re: The Narragansett Electric Company 

d/b/a National Grid 

(Aquidneck Island Reliability Project) 
 

ADVISORY OPINION 

ON APPLICATION FOR SOUND VARIANCE 
 

This matter was heard before the Portsmouth Town Council on June 20, 2016, on the 

application of The Narragansett Electric Company d/b/a National Grid (“National Grid” or the 

“Applicant”) for a sound variance pursuant to § 257-18 of the Portsmouth Noise Abatement 

Ordinance, Chapter 257 of the Town of Portsmouth Code of Ordinances (“Noise Ordinance”). 
 

Applicant was represented by George W. Watson, III, Esquire of the firm Robinson & 

Cole LLP.  Council members participating in the hearing were President Keith E. Hamilton, Vice 

President James A. Seveney, Kevin M. Aguiar, Elizabeth A. Pedro and Joseph W. Robicheau.  
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It was noted that the Rhode Island Energy Facility Siting Board (“EFSB”), pursuant to R.I. Gen. 

Laws § 42-9-8 of the Energy Facility Siting Act (R.I. Gen. Laws Chapter 42-98), has designated 

the Portsmouth Town Council as a local agency to render an advisory opinion as to whether 

National Grid should be granted a sound variance for construction-related noise that 

may be generated in connection with Narragansett’s application to the EFSB to construct the 

Aquidneck Island Reliability Project (“AIRP” or the “project”), EFSB Docket No. SB-2016-01. 

The project is considered a major energy facility and, therefore, it is subject to the jurisdiction 

and authority of the EFSB. 

 

The Council heard the presentation of Mr. Watson and testimony of Endrit Fiku, National 

Grid’s lead Project Manager, and Daniel McIntyre, P.E., Civil/Structural Engineering for 

National Grid.   

 

Mr. Fiku explained that the AIRP is a set of projects aimed at improving the reliability of 

the electrical system on Aquidneck Island.  The current infrastructure is 50-60 years old and 

obsolete.  The project will include the rebuild and upgrade of the existing 61 and 62 transmission 

lines (the “61 and 62 Lines”) from 69 kV to 115 kV, the construction of a new Jepson Substation 

to be located on the west side of Jepson Lane in Middletown, and the retirement and removal of 

the existing Jepson Substation located at 500 Jepson Lane, on the east side of Jepson Lane in 

Portsmouth. The 61 and 62 Lines will be rebuilt and upgraded along the existing right-of-way 

(“ROW”) beginning at the Dexter Substation located off Freeborn Street in Portsmouth and  

ending at the new Jepson Substation, a distance of approximately 4.5 miles.  The Dexter 

Substation will be modified to accommodate the upgraded lines and there will be temporary line 

relocations along the project during construction. There are 69 existing wood structures (44 2-

pole structures and 25 3-pole structures), which will be replaced by 92 new steel single structures 

and 1 new double circuit single pole steel structure at the existing Jepson Substation.  The 

existing wood structures are 45 to 65 feet tall.  The new steel structures will be 86 to 96 feet tall.  

The project will improve the reliability of the transmission system on Aquidneck Island by 

increasing the loading capacity of the system, and allow National Grid to meet increase and 

growing demand for service. The project is expected to general additional aggregate tax revenue 

of $532,000 to the Town of Portsmouth between 2017 and 2022. 

 

It was noted that § 257-13 of the Noise Ordinance limits construction and demolition activities to 

between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 9:00 p.m. each day.  Mr. Fiku and Mr. McIntyre explained 

that National Grid anticipates the normal project work hours will be 40 hours per week, with 

either four 10-hour days or five 8-hour days.  The normal work day will begin at 7:00 a.m. and 

end at either 3:00 or 5:00 p.m., depending on the contractor’s preference.  The entire project is 

expected to be completed with 30 months after construction begins.  The work will be done in 

phases.  Mr. Fiku and Mr. McIntyre explained that certain work tasks, such as pouring 
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concrete, installing transformers, and stringing wire (and related activities) must be 

completed once started and will require extended work hours.  The types of work, required 

equipment and materials, typical sound levels, and estimated durations of the work activities 

were outlined in the document entitled “Construction Practices and Equipment” for the project, 

which was submitted as part of the National Grid’s application. 

 

Mr. Fiku and Mr. McIntyre stated that the project will exceed the construction hour 

limitation only when necessary to complete discrete construction activities and not on a 

continuous basis.  They answered several questions from the Council and from members of the 

public concerning the project and specific types of construction activities and the sequences, 

durations and sound levels generated from such work.  Mr. McIntyre stated that the loudest 

construction activities during the project would be caisson drilling and vegetation management.  

Council members expressed concern over the vagueness of the request for extended work hours 

and the lack of specific details.  Mr. Fiku and Mr. McIntyre explained that it is impossible to be 

more specific at this time, and it is not feasible to seek variances during the project while 

construction activities are in progress and ongoing.  They explained the various community 

outreach efforts that National Grid has been engaged in, and how it will endeavor to inform and 

communicate with the public and abutting residents during the course of the project.  Mr. Fiku 

stated that National Grid planned to work closely with abutters to provide advance notice of 

upcoming construction activities to be performed near their homes.   

 Upon closing the hearing, the Council then considered National Grid’s application for a 

sound variance.  The Council balanced the hardship to the Applicant and the community if the 

sound variance were to be denied for the project, against the potential adverse impact on the 

health, safety and welfare of the affected abutters and properties if the variance were to be 

granted.   

 

The Council voted unanimously to approve National Grid’s application for a sound 

variance, subject to the following conditions: 

 

1. All construction activity shall generally be performed between the hours of 7:00 a.m. 

and 9:00 p.m. in accordance with § 257-13 of the Noise Ordinance; 

 

2. In the event that any construction activity needs to be extended to take place after 

9:00 p.m. on any given day, National Grid shall give the Town Administrator, the 

Police Chief, the Fire Chief, and any affected abutters advance notice of at least 72 

hours, if practicable; 

 

3. There shall be no drilling of rock after 9:00 p.m.; and 
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4. There shall be no cutting of vegetation after 5:00 p.m. 

 

Accordingly, the Council hereby renders its advisory opinion, that National Grid’s 

application for a sound variance be granted, subject to the conditions stated herein.     

 

      Portsmouth Town Council 

      By: 

      ________________________________  

Dated:  July 11, 2016    Keith E. Hamilton, President 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

NB 1 - Request Authorization to Pay Bills in Accordance with the Regular Agenda Deadline. / J.  

       Lathrop  (5) 

 

A motion by Mr. Seveney, seconded by Mr. Robicheau, to approve.  All voted in favor of the  

motion. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

 

1.   Thank You Card for Being Recognized as 2016 Portsmouth Business of the Year. / Linda  

      and Bill Bohmbach, Home Healthsmith  

 

2.   Thank You Card for Flowers. / Lee Ann Ferreira 

 

A motion by Ms. Pedro, seconded by Mr. Robicheau, to receive and place on file.  All voted in  

favor of the motion. 

 

FUTURE MEETINGS 

 

July 30      11:00 AM – Town Council Meeting - Prudence Island (Saturday) 

August 8    - No Council Meeting  

August 22    7:00 PM – Town Council Meeting 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

1.   RIGL 42-46-5(a)(5) – Any discussions or considerations related to the acquisition or lease of   

                               real property for public purposes, or of the disposition of publicly held  

                                          property wherein advanced public information would be detrimental to  

                                          the interest of the public. 
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A motion by Mr. Seveney, seconded by Mr. Robicheau, to go into Executive Session under  

RIGL 42-46-5(a)(5) –All voted in favor of the motion. 

 

TIME:  8:38 PM – Break 

TIME:  8:50 PM - Return 

 

RETURN TO OPEN SESSION 
 

OPEN SESSION 

 

President Hamilton announced that we met in Executive Session under lease and disposition of 

public property.  We heard that we are preparing an RFP for a specific property.  We do not have 

the RFP yet, so we will be taking this back up when we have the RFP.   

 

A motion by Mr. Seveney, seconded by Mr. Robicheau, to adjourn.  All voted in favor of the  

motion. 

 

ADJOURN 
 

Time: 8:52 PM 

 

       __________________________ 

       Joanne M. Mower, Town Clerk 



 

 

PORTSMOUTH TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

JULY 30, 2016 
Draft Minutes 

 

11:00 AM – Union Church, Prudence Island  
 

MEMBERS PRESENT:    Keith E. Hamilton, James A. Seveney, Kevin M. Aguiar, 

                                                David M. Gleason, Elizabeth A. Pedro  
 

Members Absent:   Michael A. Buddemeyer and Joseph W. Robicheau 
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

A moment of silence for our men and women around the world in harm’s way. 

  

SITTING AS THE PORTSMOUTH TOWN COUNCIL 
 

SITTING AS THE BOARD OF LICENSE COMMISSIONERS 
 

1.   Daily Liquor License Application: 

 

Portsmouth Firefighters Local 1949, for the Portsmouth Fire Department’s 80th Anniversary 

Dinner at Glen Park on August 20, 2016 from 4:00PM to 8:00 PM 

 

A motion by Mr. Seveney, seconded by Ms. Pedro, to approve.  All voted in favor of the motion. 

 

A motion by Ms. Pedro, seconded by Mr. Seveney, to adjourn as the Board of License  

Commissioners.  All voted in favor of the motion. 
 

ADJOURN 
 

TAX VOUCHERS 
 

Request Approval for Tax Vouchers #20160730-01 to #20160730-15. / M. Helfand 

 

A motion by Mr. Seveney, seconded by Ms. Pedro, to approve.  All voted in favor of the motion. 
 

OLD BUSINESS 
 

OB 1 - Update – Prudence Island Roadway Improvement Project. / J. Pisano, VHB & B.  

       Woodhead     

 

Deputy Director of Public Works Brian Woodhead stated that eight contractors attended the pre-

bid conference, five bids were received.  A November 2016 completion date is anticipated.  

 

The following concerns of Prudence Island residents were addressed by Brian Woodhead (BW), 

Deputy Public Works Director and James Pisano (JP) of VHB: 

 

Dave Cooley, 0458 Narragansett Road, asked about speed control measures.   

JP - No speed bumps, but the roadway will be a bit narrower to control traffic. 
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Ed Aldrich, 0306 Narragansett, suggested temporary removable speed bumps.   

BW – These would be difficult for emergency services transport. 

 

Richard Loughlin, 01002 Narragansett Ave, asked about the guardrail material.  

JP - Wood. 

 

Robin Webber, 0119 Hillside Rd, inquired about the low lying area (Mill Creek) could you raise 

the road bed and have better sized culverts?   

JP - This was not part of the plan.   

President Hamilton stated that they are raising the center of the road so there will be better 

drainage.  Bids were from Broadway to Rocky.  

BW - Bids were from $2.1 million to $4.5 million. 

 

Richard Loughlin, 01002 Narragansett Ave, can you do a real cut and patch to areas?  

 

Richard Homan, 0363 Narragansett Ave, Broadway Hill impassible in winter and spring   

JP - This was not part of the plan. 

 

Doug Brown, 25 Bay Ave, understood it was part of plan.  Broadway Hill is the worst part of the 

Island, also Narragansett near Ann.  

 

President Hamilton, is it possible to take off 100 feet of Narragansett and add that area?  

 

Sue Messina, 094 Cliff Rd, last meeting here this was all discussed and Broadway Hill was part 

of project. 

 

Eugene Cardin, 0796 Narragansett Ave, will the Prudence Island Water Dept. work be done 

before this? Can there be a drain at the bottom of every street?  

BW – They will be re-grading the road properly. 

 

William Silvia, 0341 Mt Pleasant Ave, asked specifically what the process was to pave the roads. 

BW - There is “value engineering” they have to meet 95% compaction. 

 

JP - They are doing a full depth reconstruction of the roadway with a new gravel base and paving 

on top. 

 

Joe Fertitta, 34 Cliff Road, who makes the decision on how to go?  

BW - The Town and VHB decide.  The findings will be presented to the Town Council at the 

August 22nd meeting. 

 

Ken Garlick, 0671 Broadway, both ends of Broadway have an issue, West and East sides.  Will 

there be a penalty for not completing the project? - 

BW - a per day penalty. 



 

 

TCM 7/30/16 

Page 3 

 

Ed Aldrich, do you anticipate complete road closures?  Requesting signage at each end.  

BW – a message sign is not in the contract.  Perhaps a detour sign can be arranged.  There will 

be flaggers and police. 

 

Karen Stevenson, 0542 Narragansett Ave, communication with the ferry – concerns about delays 

when trying to get to the ferry.  

 

Carter Cooley, 0470 Narragansett Ave, procedures to supervise and manage work.  

 

President Hamilton stated that Mr. Woodhead will be there to oversee the work. 

JP - There will be spot checks on drainage, compaction tests and tests on the amount of 

pavement. 

 

Finance Director/Deputy Town Administrator James Lathrop stated there is $2.3 million left of 

the money approved.  A 10% contingency will be proposed to the Town Council. 

 

Dave Cooley, 0458 Narragansett Ave, restrictions for driveways while work is being done.  

 

There will be no working on weekends and the Town’s website will have a schedule in PDF. 

 

Judy Little, 048 Providence Avenue, requested advance notice of detours.  

 

Robin Webber, suggested using Code Red (reverse 911) to alert residents of detours and work. 

 

Ms. Pedro asked if they should vote for changes. 

 

President Hamilton stated they have to open the bids first. 

 

It was suggested to make the road near the church to the PIA two ways during construction. 

 

Peter O’Hannion asked the Council to invest the extra money and get it done right. 

 

OB 2 - Update/Discussion - Internet Service Access on Prudence Island. / E. Aldrich & R.  

Rainer 
 

Ed Aldrich suggested alternative technologies and vendors.  He had previously surveyed 

residents to gauge their interest.  He asked for a commitment from the Town Council.  He will 

provide the Council a copy of his report from Axiom to place on the Town’s website. 

 

President Hamilton stated the Council will possibly be looking at an RFP. 

 

Ms. Pedro requested the results from the survey Mr. Aldrich conducted. 
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Mr. Aldrich stated his survey showed that 125 residents want internet of which 60 to 70 are 

seasonal residents.  He stated that there are 425 houses on the Island. 

 

Ms. Pedro stated that the Town is not going to be in the internet business. 

 

Ann Deschamps, 16 Alta Vista Road, asked if it will cost the taxpayers and what if you do not 

want it. 

 

President Hamilton stated there would be no cost to taxpayers and one does not have to have it. 

 

Mr. Rainer stated that he has tried to get big internet providers involved but it won’t happen.  

wide spread broadband is not even on Aquidneck Island.  The Town departments and Schools 

are hooked up to OSHEAN.  They will have to look into the price of bandwidth and equipment. 

They will be looking into grants to help this happen.  It only works if enough people use it.  The 

goal is to make it close to costs.  Aquidneck Island people pay for their internet. 

 

Ms. Aldrich stated that grant money would enhance the public safety’s performance. 

 

Mr. Rainer stated that the reality is that it will probably cost $100 per month. 

 

Ms. Pedro stated that a tower would have to be built on Prudence. 

 

Mr. Aguiar asked if we build it will they come? 

 

Mr. Seveney asked if the next step was an RFP. 

 

Mr. Aldrich stated he feels there are 125 full time residents. 

 

A motion by Mr. Seveney, seconded by Ms. Pedro, to have Town staff prepare an RFP.  All  

voted in favor of the motion. 

 

OB 3 - Update – Waste Oil Disposal. / B. Woodhead    

 

Deputy Public Works Director Brian Woodhead provided an update including projected costs. 

 

Bob Marshall said he estimated that once the used oil that has been stockpiled on Prudence 

Island is removed, additional trips to remove the oil would occur once a year at most. 

 

Mr. Gleason suggested burning the oil in the manner used by many auto repair shops.   

 

Questions followed about disposal of other hazardous waste and whether an approved vendor 

could remove it all. 
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President Hamilton said he would contact RIREC for information. 

 

It was noted that the oil would have to be filtered before it is burned. 

 

Jean Carden spoke on vertically integrated burners. 

 

Judi Staven suggested the Town look into the OSKAR program with DEM. 

 

It was stated that there is a need for more recycling bins for cardboard. 

 

The Council next heard additional Prudence Island business:  New Business 1 and 3.  

 

NB 1 - Request Approval to Form an Exploratory Committee to Consider Investing in a  

       Ferry Terminal in the Town of Portsmouth. / R. Masse  
 

President Hamilton stated that many residents of Prudence Island wish to keep the ferry landing 

in Bristol because of the services there.  The Robin Rug business is willing to rent parking 

spaces. 

 

It was asked what happens if Bristol cancels the lease for the ferry dock.   

 

Mr. Seveney stated that this is a business opportunity for Bristol. 

 

The town should explore an alternate location. 

 

Mr. Seveney suggested a committee to explore options and review them with the Town Planner. 

But we don’t want to give Bristol the idea we are moving. 

 

Janet Brown, 025 Bay Ave, stated that the lot across from the ferry is closed because Robin Rug 

business upped his rates for Bristol. 

 

Mr. Aldrich stated that EMS and EMT services personnel need to park in Bristol to work on 

Prudence Island.  

 

A motion by Ms. Pedro, seconded by Mr. Seveney, to form an exploratory committee with the  

Town Planner and some people on Prudence Island and the main land.  All voted in favor 

of the motion. 

 

NB 3 - Open Forum for Discussion of Prudence Island Issues. / K. Hamilton 

 

Golf Carts – asking town to advocate for a change in state law in January so golf carts can be 

operated on the streets of Prudence Island from dawn to dusk or 24 /7. 

 

Transfer Station hours – it is supposed to be manned on weekends and is not. 



 

 

TCM 7/30/16 

Page 6 
 

Transfer Station stickers – Prudence has the option of a four-month sticker, but most stay on the 

Island for five months.  Why can’t they get a six-month sticker like the War College students. 

 

President Hamilton suggested this be sent to the Recycling Committee. 

 

Prudence Island is the cash cow for the Town and residents want better treatment.  It was asked 

where their money goes. 

 

President Hamilton responded that everything costs more to come to Prudence:  Public Safety 

services, Volunteer Fire Department support. 

 

Mr. Helfand, Tax Collector/Assessor responded that $1,530,000 was brought in from Prudence 

Island taxpayers which is approximately 3.02% of total tax levy. 

 

The boat ramp has disintegrated and can only be used at high tide. 

 

President Hamilton asked Brian Woodhead to look at it. Perhaps it can be listed in the next round 

of DEM grants. 

 

Request for information on the budget from the Finance Director. 

 

Request for a shelter for recyclable items. 

 

Concerns about the expiration of tickets and passes for the ferry.  Isn’t that against the law in RI?  

Also, why are the discount tickets only sold on Prudence Island? 

 

Mr. Antaya of A&R responded that the PUC approved the expiration dates.  He also stated that 

the selling of tickets is a matter of manning in Bristol. 

 

Solicitor Gavin will look into the tickets’ expiration dates. 

 

Could car tickets be valid for 90 days. 

 

Wasn’t there an open space acquisition on Prudence Island last year. 
 

TIME:  1:08 PM - Break 

TIME:  1:18 PM - Return 
 

OB 4 -  Request Approval to Award the Contract to Complete the Leonard Brown House  

Renovation Project to the Lowest Bidder:The Damon Company of Newport, RI/J Lathrop   

 

Finance Director/Deputy Town Administrator Lathrop gave an overview of the work to be done 

and the negotiations to reduce the bid to $822,325.  No wainscoting or crown molding.  Parking 

behind the building removed.  No kitchen cabinets or sinks.  The completion goal is Spring 2017. 
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Mr. Seveney asked if the $160,000 is from remaining funds. 

 

Mr. Lathrop responded that the money will come from other capital projects of Brown House. 

 

Mr. Gleason asked what activities will be held at the building.   

 

Mr. Lathrop stated it will be used for Recreation Department housing, with two offices for six 

organizations upstairs and down, two permanent meeting rooms, and bathrooms for the public. 

 

Mr. Gleason asked why rooms were left for the kitchens if eliminated. 

 

Mr. Lathrop responded that for possible upgrade in the future. 

 

Ms. Pedro asked when completion was expected. 

 

Mr. Lathrop stated April or May of 2017. 

 

Ms. Pedro asked how the offices will work. 

 

Mr. Lathrop responded that there will be a downstairs meeting room. 

 

President Hamilton stated that youth sports organizations need a place to keep records from year 

to year. 

 

Ms. Pedro stated that any permanent offices should be rented. 

 

Mr. Rainer stated that everything will be run through the Recreation Director. Filing space will 

be made available. 

 

Mr. Lathrop stated that file storage space will be over the wing. 

 

Ms. Pedro asked if there is a time constraint on this decision and why is it being heard on 

Prudence Island instead of a regular Council meeting? 

 

Judi Staven agreed and requested it be placed on the agenda of August 22nd. 

 

Mr. Lathrop stated that for the most part these were positive comments. 
 

Mr. Aguiar and Mr. Seveney stated that this was fully made public and this gets it started three 

weeks earlier. 

 

President Hamilton stated it doesn’t make this specifically for sports, all groups will be able to 

use the building. 
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A motion by Mr. Gleason, seconded by Ms. Pedro, to approve the awarding of the contract to  

complete the Leonard Brown House Renovation Project to the lowest bidder: The Damon 

Company of Newport, RI.  All voted in favor of the motion. 

 

OB 5 - Request Approval to Award Dog Park Contract to Yardworks. / R. Rainer 

 

Mr. Rainer reported that the Dog Park Committee has secured the $83,900 funding required to  

cover the contract. 

 

A motion by Ms. Pedro, seconded by Mr. Seveney, to approve the awarding of the Dog Park  

contract to Yardworks.  All voted in favor of the motion. 

   

NEW BUSINESS 
 

NB 1 - Request Approval to Form an Exploratory Committee to Consider Investing in a  

       Ferry Terminal in the Town of Portsmouth. / R. Masse  
 

This item was heard before OB 4. 
 

NB 2 - Discussion/Action – Request for Proposal (RFP) for Use of the Lower Glen Farm  

Complex. / R. Rainer & R. Talipsky  
 

A motion by Mr. Seveney, seconded by Mr. Gleason, to approve release of the RFP.  All voted  

in favor of the motion. 

 

NB 3 - Open Forum for Discussion of Prudence Island Issues. / K. Hamilton 
 

This item was heard before OB 4. 
 

FUTURE MEETINGS 
 

Aug    22    7:00 PM – Town Council Meeting 

Sept    14    7:00 PM – Town Council Meeting (Wednesday, due to primary election) 

Sept    26    7:00 PM – Town Council Meeting 
 

A motion by Ms. Pedro, seconded by Mr. Seveney, to adjourn.  All voted in favor of the  

motion. 

 

ADJOURN 

 

Time: 2:08 PM     __________________________ 

       Joanne M. Mower, Town Clerk 
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1 Cedar Street 
Suite 400 
Providence, RI 02903-1023 
P 401.272.8100 

 

To: James Lathrop 
Finance Director 
2200 East Main Road 
Portsmouth, RI 02871 

Date: 
 

August 5, 2016 
 

  Project #: 72730.00  
 

From: James M. Pisano, P.E. 
Director of Transportation 
Engineering 
 

Re: Roadway Improvements to Narragansett Avenue 
Prudence Island 
Bid Review 
 

The Town advertised the project entitled Roadway Improvements to Narragansett Avenue, Prudence Island on July 8, 
2016. 

The Town held a mandatory Pre-Bid conference on July 15, 2016. The following contractors attended the Pre-Bid 
conference: 

• East Coast Construction 

• Hartford Paving 

• T. Miozzi Inc. 

• Cardi Corp. 

• PJ Keating Co. 

• D’Ambra Construction 

• JH Lynch & Sons 

• Narragansett Improvement Co. 

At the Pre-Bid Conference various question were posed by perspective bidders. The Town issued Addendum No. 1 
addressing the questions on Monday July 18, 2016. The addendum was distributed to all attendees of the Pre-Bid 
Conference. 

The Town closed the question period at 11:59 am on July 21, 2016. No additional questions were submitted, and no 
additional addenda were issued. 

The bidding was closed at 2:00 pm July 29, 2016.  Bids were received from the following companies with the bid 
amount as listed (Note all bidders attended mandatory Pre-Bid): 

• Cardi Corp. - $4,674,955 

• PJ Keating Co.- $2,047,075 

• T. Miozzi Inc. – $2,548,916 * 

• East Coast Construction - $3,512,100 

• JH Lynch & Sons = $3,625,852 
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Sixteen work items made up the bid price cost proposal. Each bidder properly completed the prices per work item and 
each total was confirmed except T. Miozzi, Inc. *T. Miozzi, Inc. replaced the 1.5” surface course with a fog seal and 
rubberized chip seal wearing surface. T. Miozzi, Inc. also did not accept the contract completion date and estimate 
June 1, 2017 as the estimated completion date. 

For the lump sum items each of the bidders provided unit prices for selected items to make adjustments to the cost of 
work due to changes if necessary. 

The RFP required documentation to be returned as part of the bid package as follows: 

• Proposal Documents – Including: 

o Bid Forms  

o Non-Collusion Affidavit 

o Proposer’s Statement Regarding Insurance Coverage 

o Proposer Statement of Relevant Experience 

• Proposers Background – Company profile including company history, similar experience, equipment, 
including: 

o Transportation and Paving Work Plan – Detailed description of proposed methods of transportation 
of materials, equipment and labor on and off the island including barging activities. 

• Addenda– Proposes acknowledges receipt of addenda. 

• Bid Bond – 5% required. 

The table below shows each of the bidder’s compliance to the required submittals.  

Table 1 – Bidders Qualifications 

Company Name Bid Form Non-Collusion Insurance Experience Background Addenda Bid Bond 
Cardi Corp Y Y Y Y N Y Y 
PJ Keating Co.  Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 
T. Miozzi Inc. Y Y Y Y N Y Y 
East Coast Const. Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 
JH Lynch & Sons Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 

Note: Y = Yes, documentation provided, N = No, documentation not provided. 

PJ Keating Company and JH Lynch & Sons included a work plan. East Coast Construction included a work plan but the 
plan was incomplete and detailed would be provided if East Coast was the apparent low bidder. Cardi Corporation and 
T. Miozzi, Inc. did not include a work plan. 
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Based on the above information, PJ Keating Co. is the Lowest Qualified Bidder. 

 

The RFP allowed the perspective bidders to provide value engineering proposals for the project.  Value engineering 
bids were received from all of the bidders as follows: 

• Cardi Corp. - $4,324,955 

• PJ Keating Co.- $1,826,955 

• T. Miozzi Inc. – $2,050,787 

• East Coast Construction - $2,679,535 

• JH Lynch & Sons = $3,125,852 

These Value Engineering proposals intend to perform pavement reclamation to utilize the existing asphalt and gravel 
base as the gravel borrow subbase course of the proposed improvements. 

Based on the value engineering proposals if the Town selects this construction approach, PJ Keating Co. would be the 
Lowest Qualified Bidder. 

 

 

Please note construction projects typically carry additional budget for Engineering and Contingencies (E&C). E&C will 
cover construction inspection and unforeseen conditions. We recommend the Town include approximately 15% of the 
apparent low qualified bidder submitted price for E&C in the budget allocated for construction. As such the budget 
allocated for construction would be $2,350,000. 

 

 

 





































































































Mount Hope Bridge
Extending the Life of the Bridge

Structural Rehabilitation

2016 – 2018

Painting, Steel Repairs, and Concrete Repairs

1



Mount Hope Bridge is a 

National Treasure

2

• When opened in 1929, the Mt. Hope was the 

largest suspension bridge in New England

• The bridge is on the National Register of Historic 

Places
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Mount Hope Bridge

• Renown bridge engineer David B. Steinman used 
cutting edge engineering techniques in the design

• Introduced many new techniques to bridge building 
that was then copied by other bridge designers
– Introduced the use of color on bridges as up to that point all steel 

spans were either black or battleship gray

– Was painted green to “harmonize with the landscape”

– First to use artistic lighting in order to accentuate the beauty of the 
span at night

– Utilized landscaped approaches – trees and banks of roses

• Largest suspension bridge in New England at the 
time of its construction

• On the National Register of Historic Places

• Recipient of 1939 Artistic Bridge Award
3



The Challenge

• Our main goal is twofold:

– The safety of the bridge

– Extending the life of the 87-year-old structure

• As beautiful as this bridge is, as proud as we are of this 

historic structure, we still must deal with the fact it is a 

two lane steel bridge sitting in salt water

• Replacement cost - and the resulting disruption - would 

be astronomical 
4



Ten-Year Capital Plan

• The RITBA Board 

recently approved a Ten-

Year Capital Plan

• This Plan calls for 

extensive maintenance 

and construction on the 

Mt. Hope Bridge

• Two of those projects will 

be starting shorty
5



Upcoming Work

Contract 16-6: South Approach Painting and Steel Repair

• Portsmouth abutment to suspended span

• Blast clean steel to bare metal

• Repaint everything

• Perform steel repairs as necessary

Contract 16-7: Deck and Miscellaneous Concrete Repairs

• Repair potholes and delaminated concrete overlay on bridge roadway

• Replace approach slab between Portsmouth intersection and bridge

• Repair south anchorage concrete walls

• Replace large isolated areas of bridge roadway surface with a variety of 

materials as a “prototype test bed” for selection of best material to use in 

future 6



Contract 16-6: Painting

Blast Clean and Paint

• 2 year duration

• Work platform and 

containment

• Contains lead and dust
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Contract 16-6: Painting

Steel Repair and Rivet Replacement

• Where needed

• Easier access

• Repair before painting
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Contract 16-7: Concrete

Repair Potholes and Delaminated Concrete 

Overlay on Bridge Deck

• Requires daily daytime lane 
closures

• Will have 2 Portsmouth/Bristol 
Police officers controlling traffic.  
This is due to community 
feedback.

• Late 2016 and again late 2017, as 
needed after that
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Contract 16-7: Concrete

Anchorage Wall Repairs for Cracks and Spalls

• Work from a barge

• Mostly on north face

• Some on south face

• East and west faces 

previously

repaired
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Contract 16-7: Concrete

South Approach Slab Replacement

• Complete removal

• Overnight, single lane

• 8pm to 5am

• Approximately 10-15 nights

• Precast concrete panels

speed construction

• Daytime prep work
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Contract 16-7: Concrete

Prototype Test Sections for Overlay Replacement

• Testing 3 different 
concrete  and 3 different 
asphalt overlay materials

• Overnight construction

• Preparing for future 
overlay project

• Monitor performance to 
select best material

12



Mitigation Measures

• Overnight work on bridge deck for portions of the project

– Will mobilize after evening rush hour

– Will work overnight

– Will clear out and clean up so both lanes are open for 

morning rush hour

– This will avoid having only one lane open during 

morning and evening rush hours

13



Mitigation Measures

• Repairing potholes and delamination work

– Will be done during the day but after morning and 

before evening rush hours

– Will require lane closures

– Will have 2 Portsmouth/Bristol police officers 

controlling traffic
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Mitigation Measures

• Blast cleaning and painting

• There will be construction noise

– No blast cleaning on weekends in the summer

– Noise mitigation program will be implemented

– Installation of sound curtains
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Mitigation Measures

• Projects not starting until after Labor Day

• There will be no work performed during holidays and 

special events such as:

– The Bristol 4th of July Parade

– The events surrounding the Parade

– Roger Williams University activities 
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Questions?

Mount Hope Bridge - Structural Rehabilitation

2016 – 2018

Painting, Steel Repairs, and Concrete Repairs
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